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Mahat hi r- Agri cul ture
FARM NG SECTCOR GETS PRIORITY | N SECOND HALF OF SMP, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- Revitalising the farm ng sector
will be a priority in the remaining period of the Seventh Ml aysian Plan to
make Mal aysi a a key producer of val ue-added agricul tural products, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d today.

Towards this end, a RMB.3 billion allocation wiuld be set aside for
agriculture and rural devel opment, he said.

"As a support service, credit facilities will continue to be extended
to smal | holders in particul ar.

"I'n this context, additional allocation has been injected to boost the
Food Fund to RML billion," he said when tabling a notion on the md-term
termreview of the Plan at the Dewan Rakyat today.

He said revitalising the agricultural sector would entail boosting
donestic food production to mnimse dependence on inmports and accel erating
noder ni sed farm ng through nodern technol ogy and nanagerment as well as
| arge-scal e and systematic farm ng.

This called for a strategy that enphasised intensive use of already
scarce | and and | abor resources and that woul d consolidate export by
encouragi ng greater private sector participation in |arge-scale and
commerci al i sed undert aki ngs, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government woul d stress on innovation and
application of nodern technol ogy, for exanple in cage-rearing of sea fish
and | abour - savi ng appl i cati ons.

On human resource devel opnment, he said the enphasis would be on
supplying skilled workforce to support restructuring of the nationa
econony to be one that is capital-intensive and know edge- based.

"The enphasis will be on enhancing access to quality education and
training to bring about higher levels of educational excellence and
wor kf orce efficiency,"” he said.

There woul d be sustained i nvestnment to upgrade the capabilities of
internal training instutions besides encouragi ng greater private sector
i nvolverment in this field, he said.

He said an el ectronic informati on exchange on | abour would be set up to
ensure opti mum | abour use and coordi nate | abour supply and demand as part
of efforts to increase inter-state |abour nobility.

Further efforts towards eradi cating poverty and restructuring society
woul d be specially targeted at areas and sectors of the community
experiencing high incidence of abject poverty, he said.

Programes for providing basic services and anenities to | owincone
earners and the poor, including building of new homes and repairing old
ones, woul d be expanded, he said.

Some of the society-restructuring progrannmes woul d be nodified and
extended so as to |l essen the effects of the econom ¢ sl owdown on | ow i ncone
earners and the poor outside the Klang Vall ey area.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Bumi puteras would continue to be given assistance to
acqui re higher educational qualificationin line with the objective of
i ncreasi ng the nunber of Bumi putera professionals and technocrats.

He said that to reduce incone disparity, the governnment woul d adopt
further nmeasures to develop a | arger pool of Bum putera entreprenuers,
prof essi onal s and managers and subsequently a nore affluent m ddl e-cl ass.
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