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Fear of secul ari smnmaki ng Muslins backward: PM

Lokman Mansor

LACK of understandi ng of what secul ari smmeans wi thin the Islam c context
has resulted i n Muslins becom ng i gnorant and backward, incapabl e of

def endi ng t henmsel ves, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad sai d.
He sai d separati on between the secular and the religion nmay be possible

in Christianity, but it is inpossible in Islam

"Islamis a way of life, and a way of |ife cannot be confined to pure
worship and rituals only. It cannot be about the hereafter entirely. A way
of life nust involve everything that we do in our daily lives," Dr

Mahat hi r sai d.

The Prime M ni ster said this when opening an i nternati onal sem nar on

"The Role of Islamic Cvilisation in Fostering Inter-Religious

Under st andi ng", organi sed by the Institute of Islam ¢ Understanding

Mal aysia (1 kim in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said there is nothing secul ar about | earning the sci ences,

the skills and the technol ogi es that can contribute towards the well-being
and the safety of the Muslins.

"Doi ng busi ness and acquiring wealth is also for the well-being of the
umah in this world, for howel se can the al ns and t he zakat be expected
to hel p the needy," he added.

Dr Mahathir said merit for the heareafter does not cone fromthe
performance of various rituals and worship and the study of religi ous
matters al one.

He said the Muslins' fear of secularisation had led themto try and

i nsul ate t hensel ves fromoutsi de i nfl uence, physically isolating

t henmsel ves fromthe non-Misli ms.

"This they do by propagating the fear that contact with non-Mslinms wll

| ead to contanmination of their religion and what they regard as their
Islanmic way of life. As aresult, they do not contribute towards inter-
religi ous understandi ng as was done by the early Muslins,"” Dr Mahathir

sai d.

He said even in Mal aysia today, there is a disturbing trend anong
religious teachers to influence childreninto avoi ding contact with non-
Muslinms. This |eads to a fear that association with non-Mislins will cause
themto be contam nated with what is haramto Islam

"This insulation and isolation will not help foster inter-religious
under standi ng. Indeed, in rmulti-racial, multi-religious Malaysia, these
Miuslinms are not going to be able to adjust and Iive harnoni ously and
benefit fromthe numerous and vari ed opportunities such an environnent

of fers for the prosperity and advancenent of the Muslins," Dr Mahathir

sai d.

He said if Muslins are m sunderstood and unabl e to create understandi ng

of thenselves and their religion, it is because they choose to create this
m sunder st andi ng by keepi ng t hensel ves apart and so are unabl e to showthe
true teachings of I|slam

Dr Mahathir said the early Muslinms were outgoi ng peopl e who tol erated

and associ ated cl osely with people of other religions. |Islamteaches
Muslins to accept that there are people of different faiths who worshipin
di fferent ways.

"They are not asked to force these people to accept |Islam Cbviously,

they must tol erate and understand these non-believers, not regard them as
eneni es, " he added.



Dr Mahathir saidit is testinony to Muslimtol erance and under st andi ng
that in practically all countries ruled by Muslins there was and t here
still is a significant non-Mislimminority.
"I'f there are Muslins who seemnot to be contributing towards inter-
religious understanding today, it is not because of the Islamc
civilisationor thelslamcreligion. It is because circunmstances have
given rise to many nmisinterpretati on and deviations fromthe true
teachi ngs of |Islamand because Islanic civilisation has declined
somewhat , " he added.
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