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Fiel d day for bookworns

R V. Veera

THE Mal aysi a | nternati onal Book Fair ~99, which starts today, wll
showcase nore than 100,000 titles and el ectronic titles, at the M NES
Show oomin Seri Kenbangan, Sel angor.

About 200, 000 people are expected to visit the nine-day fair, the second
of the series, incorporating the Electronics Book Fair “99. It has
attracted nore than 400 exhibitors fromboth [ ocal and forei gn conmpani es.

The foreign exhibitors cone fromBritain, the United States, Canada
I ndi a, Singapore, Hong Kong, China and Tai wan.

On display will be a wide range of titles and is apt in keeping with the
theme of the fair - "Towards A Reading Society".

There will be a good nmi x of Bahasa Mal aysi a, English, Chinese and Tam|
readi ng and audi o material s which cater to all ages.

The organi sers - Facon Exhibition and Trade Fairs (M Sdn Bhd, Qutput
Combi nation Sdn Bhd and Sin Chew Jit Poh - have given their best to ensure
the fair will be the best ever and the | argest to be held in the country.

Facon Exhi biti on and Trade Fai rs has organi sed nurmer ous exhi biti ons and
conferences in Asi a and nany of these events have enjoyed t he endor senent
of Government agencies in the respective countri es.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, in his message, said the
book fair cones at no better tinme as Malaysia is recovering fromthe
regi onal econom ¢ hiccups and continues the push for industrialised-nation
status by the year 2020

"To achi eve this, Ml aysians need to be better educated, better trained
and nore well inforned.

"One of the ways to produce intellectual and skilled personnel is for
Mal aysi ans to incul cate the reading habit.

"I amgratifiedthat the objective in organisingthis event, besides
pronoting reading materials, isto encourage readi ng anong Mal aysi ans, "
stated Dr Mahathir, noting that the fair was being also held in
conjunction with National Readi ng Week

Mal aysia today is a big market for publishers, book retailers and
i mporters, and the Government is giving nore funding to boost the 93 per
cent literacy rate anong the popul ation.

Therefore, local and international publishers, retailers and rel ated
traders participating in the book fair stand to benefit.

The first international book fair, held |ast year, was a resoundi ng
success wi th thousands of visitors attendi ng daily.

The 100,000 titles on display will cover areas such as infornation
t echnol ogy, busi ness, nedi ci ne, engi neeri ng, hobbi es and chil dren's books.

Facon general manager Wng Kum San said many of these titles would be in
the formof CD-ROVs and visitors could make a qui ck reference on sel ected
titles.

Wong said this will be a good opportunity for bookworns to get their
favourite books at a nuch reduced price as sonme of the exhibitors will be
offering 10 to 30 per cent discounts on selected titles.

Many of the | T-based itenms will also be on CD-ROVs and there will be a
cyber cafe in the venue.

Underlining the i nportance and contribution to society, the Ml aysia
International Book Fair “99 i s endorsed by the Mal aysi a External Trade
Devel oprent Corporation and ful ly supported by the New Straits Ti nes and
the Berita Hari an.



There wi || be various activities including colouring contests for
chi | dren, autograph-signing sessions by authors, a yo-yo conpetition and
| ucky draws.

One of the largest |ocal exhibitors - Popul ar Book Conpany, which
celebrates its 75th anniversary - is set to dazzle the crowds with its
wi de range of reading materials.

The organi sers hope to use the book fair to collect ol d books for
distribution to schools and charitabl e hones.

Wwong said visitors can drop their books at the used book col |l ection
centre.

"We expect the fair to attract a large crowd and their response towards
the charity project will further enhance our effort to help the needy to
cul tivate good readi ng habits.

"At the end of the nine-day fair, we will go through the books donated
by the visitors and categorise thembefore distribution."

For nore information on the fair, contact Facon at Tel: 03-7818766, fax:
03-7818771 or e-mail: facon@o.jaring.ny.
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