03/ 05/ 1999

Filmng in Penang hits a sour note

THE shooting of 20th Century Fox's Anna And The King in Penang and
Langkawi was not all razzmatazz and roses.

One of the main grouses heard was apparently of unfair treatnment of
| ocal s by the production conpany.

A Penang resident, 28-year-old Saiful Abd Rahman, who registered with
his friends in Langkawi , recall ed being confirned as an extra for at | east
three to four days (he even went for costune fittings on April 1) but was
only hired and paid for a day's work.

"Ot hers who had not registered got the jobs. This is unfair considering
t he expenses we had to bear, fromtravelling to food and | odgi ng," said
Sai ful .

Langkawi resi dent Abdul Rahman Ismail, 55, said he was asked to | ook for
12 l ocal village wonen to act as extras but "when | got them | was told
our services were not required," said Abdul Rahman

He al |l eged that sone girls who had not registered earlier were recruited
i nst ead.

Anot her local, Yeo Swee Seng, 52, from Kel i bang, Langkawi had this to
add: "I was hired as an extra to play the part of a nonk. | was made to
believe that | will be paid RMBOO to shave ny head bald for the rol e but
we only got RMLOO.

"When we enquired about the payment, one of the conpany officials
shouted at us to take the RMLOO and get out," all eged Yeo, adding that 19
of his friends got the sane treatnent.

The film ng seenmed al so to have caused sonme nmeasure of inconveni ence,
sonet hi ng whi ch had not gone unnoticed by Penang State Assenbl yman for
Kanmpong Kol am Li m G m Soon

Limsaid that the cl osure of roads especially in the Lebuh Arnmeni an and
Lebuh Acheh area for a |l onger duration than antici pated had i nconveni enced
sone residents. But they were conpensated for this neverthel ess.

Residents T.C. Hong, 51 and K. C. Lee, 39, said the street |anps al ong
Lebuh Arneni an were renoved much earlier than the actual shooting period
and were not re-installed until several days after the conpl etion of
filmng.

They said several English and Thai posters pasted on the walls of sone
houses were not renoved.

DAP St at e Assenbl yworman Chong Eng who al so visited the area questi oned
the public rel ati ons mai ntai ned by those responsi bl e for the shooti ng.

"I'f there had been better dissenm nation of information to the mass nedi a
and t he peopl e, things m ght have gone snoot her," he sai d.

20th Century Fox's local arm Farang Fil ns Sdn Bhd, coul d not be reached
for comrent. Local assistant director Mahathir Tahir coul d not be reached
either.
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