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Fi ndi ng strategi es, solving problens at 2-day congress

Abdul Razak Ahmad

EVALUATI NG t he Bum put era Commerci al and I ndustrial Comunity (BCIC) will
be the mai n obj ective of the upcom ng Fourth Bumi putera Econom ¢ Congress
(KEB4) .

The two-day congress, which begins on Friday, will be officiated by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

To be attended by | eaders in the public and private sectors, business
associ ations and representatives fromprivate i nstitutions of higher
| earning, KEB4 al so ains to provide input to the Second Nati onal Econom c
Consul tative Council.

Di scussions wi || be conducted i n seven wor kshops, which will cover the
foll owi ng topics:

* strengt heni ng Bumi putera invol venent in trading and i ndustrial sector;

* the devel opnent of education and utilisation of manpower in fulfilling
Bumi put er a agenda;

* the devel opnent of Bum putera invol vement in high technol ogy;

* t he devel opnent of Bumi putera involvenent in Information Technol ogy;

* the role of trust agencies and public sector conpanies as catal ysts in
t he devel opnent of Bum putera entrepreneurs;

* therole of financial institutions in enhancing the creation of trade
and i ndustry driven Bum putera community, and,

* inculcation of cultural and religious values in creating a conpetitive
Bumi put era i ndi vi dual .

Two wor ki ng papers will be presented on The Achi evenents of Bunmi put eras
i n the Econoni ¢ Sector and The Achi evenents of Bumi puteras i n Educati on.

The first Bum putera Econonic Congress, held in 1965, ained to correct
the raci al econonic inbal ance at the tinme. Led by Umo and t he Ml ay
Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry, political and econom c | eaders t hrashed
out the strategi es needed to create the BCl C.

Anmong the not abl e successes of the first congress was the establishnment
of Bank Bumi putra and the pronoti on of Mara college into Institut
Teknol ogi Mara. The second congress, held in 1980, ained to iron out
probl ens that had devel oped i n the course of achieving the New Econonic
Policy's objectives.

Anong t he events whi ch had hanpered the creation of the BCI Cwas the
m d- 1980s recessi on.

Hel d fromJan 10-13, 1992, KEB3, neanwhile, set out to develop a nore
resilient Bum putera entrepreneurs. The theme of the third Congress was
Towar ds Devel opi ng a Resilient Bum putera Society in Trade and | ndustry.

Ten wor ki ng papers were presented. Anbng t hose who present ed wor ki ng
papers were t he Mal ay Chanber of Commrerce chai rman Dr Nawawi Mat Awi n,

Per nodal an Nasi onal Bhd group chi ef executive Datuk Abdul Khalid I brahim
and Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Jaafar Hussein.

The third congress was attended by 522 participants fromthe public and
private sectors.

A re-exami nati on of Bumi putera and non-Buni put era busi ness ties and
ot her attitudi nal changes were di scussed.

The third congress al so saw t he adopti on of nore than 25 resolutions to
hel p develop a resilient BCIC and create a Bum putera Econom ¢
Consul tative Council to chart progranmes and policies pertaining to the
BCI C as well as to hel p advi se Buni putera entrepreneurs.

Anong t he resol utions adopted by the third Congress were ai nmed at:



* adopting strategies to ensure Bumi putera entrepreneurs dom nate
strategi c econonm ¢ sectors and areas;

* adopting the Chi nese "kongsi" concept to encourage greater co-
oper ati on anong Bum put eras and bet ween t hemand non- Buni put er as;

* pursuing further the Government's privatisation concept to provide
Bumi puteras wi th vari ous busi ness opportunities and managenment experience;

* preparing a |list of business ethics based on Islanic values for the
benefit of Bum putera entrepreneurs.

* setting up a centre for entrepreneurial devel opnent to train nore
Bumi put era entrepreneurs and i ncrease their nunbers;

* extendi ng the scope of joint ventures between Bum put eras and non-
Bum put eras to i ncl ude new schenes, foreign participationinthose joint
ventures, and |l ocal equity in sel ected newforeign investnents;

* establishing a science and technology "intelligentsia” to enable BCIC
to attain a high | evel of technol ogi cal know how and experti se;

* form ng strategic |inkages between the BCI C and nul ti nati onal
conpani es based | ocal |y and abr oad;

* establishing a marketing research unit under the PNB to identify
prospective i ndustries and marketi ng channel s and provide i nformationto
potential Bum putera entrepreneurs.
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