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Fi ni sh jobs quickly to save costs, builders told

Manan Gsnman; M m Syed Yusof

| POH, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d t oday devel opnent
proj ects, including housi ng schemes, must be conpl eted in the shortest
possible tinme to save costs.

The Prine Mnister said it was necessary to consider the tinme factor so
that everyone woul d val ue tine or costs woul d i ncrease.

"I'f we can build sonething speedily, it woul d be good even for
busi ness, " he said, adding that del ayed projects |ike housing would only
cause probl ens and hardship to buyers.

"However, if projects can be conpl eted early, devel opers too woul d reap
nore profits," he said when | aunchi ng the Taman Ber cham Raya | ow cost
housi ng schene near here today.

The RWO0.7 nmillion project, conmprising 1,100 units of affordabl e hones,

i s bei ng undertaken by the Enkay G oup in coll aboration with the State
Governnent. The | aunch marked the end of the Prinme Mnister's two-day
visit to the State.

"I'n Mal aysia, we have always stressed the i nportance of projects to be
carried out speedily."

He said the Kual a Lunmpur City Centre was one of them "Every floor of
the KLCC was conpleted in four days. If construction was slow, it would
still not be ready until now, " he added.

KLCC, the world's tallest building which was opened | ast year, was built
usi ng stainless steel instead of reinforced concrete as structure.

He sai d Putra Jaya, the new Federal Governnent admini strative centre,
was conpleted in | ess than three years.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said speedy construction did
not nean devel opers coul d conprom se on quality.

"If they carried out their work properly and wi th proper supervision, it
woul d not affect the quality ... sometines, even projects where progress
was slow, the quality | eaves much to be desired," he said.

Asked to conmment on First Finance M nister Tun Dai mZai nuddin's
statement | ast week that banks were still slowin approving | oans, he said
t he Government woul d be consulting the banks so that they coul d accel erate
t he process of | oan approval.

"Any del ay i nvol ves costs, like if one has to purchase the | and, paynent
has to be nade and there is the i nterest paynent that one has to consider.

"So to reduce costs, the process has to be expedited," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so noted that since the directive fromthe Nati onal
Economi ¢ Action Council, the construction of | ow cost hones had been
expedi t ed.

Previ ously, some devel opers woul d build the nore expensive types first
bef ore concentrating on the | owcost in order to make profits.

"Now, the devel opers woul d either build the projects simultenously or
the | owcost hones first."

Dr Mahathir was confident that if | ow cost housing projects could be
carried out speedily, the | owcost housing target could be achi eved.
Furthernore, banks too are faster in processing housi ng | oans.

Onthe directive to State Governnments to submt progress reports on | ow
cost housing projects every two weeks, he said nost of the States had been
conplying with the directive although sone were not.

On whether there were any plans to build | ow cost houses in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, Dr Mahathir said it woul d depend on denmand for



such houses.

He, however, said there was still available |and for such purposes in
areas surroundi ng the MSC.

He added that Enkay was planning to jointly undertake the project,
probably wi th Cuepacs, and was trying to get the land to enbark on the
project, primarily to neet the housing needs of officers in the | ower
rung.

Asked whet her the Federal Governnment woul d extend the Mil ti nedi a Super
Corridor concept to other States, he said at the nonent the MSC woul d only
be confined to the existing area.

"W want to focus the area, although sone State Governnents have started
their own IT area.

"But at the moment, MSC will be focused in that area as we want to make
it a success before spreadi ng out throughout the country," he said.

( END)



	Finish jobs quickly to save costs, builders told (NST 04/08/1999)

