03/ 09/ 1999

First royal visitors to Islanmic Arts Museum Mal aysi a

THE I sl ami ¢ Arts MuseumMal aysi a received its first royal guests when the
Sul t an of Kedah Tuanku Abdul Hal i mM' adzam Shah graced the prem ses
recently.

The Sultan was acconpani ed by the Sul tanah Tuanku Bahi yah and their
youngest daughter Tengku I ntan Shafinaz.

The nuseum opened on April 20, ainms to foster gl obal understandi ng and
appreciation of Islamc arts, culture, lifestyle as well asits
civilisation.

Inspired by the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad it is the
only museumof its kind in the Asia-Pacific region.

Located at Jal an Lenbah Perdana i n Kual a Lunpur, the nuseumwas built
and managed by the Al bukhary Foundati on.

The nmuseum s head of narketing and conmmuni cati ons departnment Saadah
Shei kh Mahnood sai d many of the itens displayed are fromthe Islanic
Centre and on | ong-term/| oan.

The nmuseumis open to the public froml1l0Oamto 6pmdaily except Mondays.

Entrance fee is RMB for adults and RM4 for visitors aged bel ow 18,
students, senior citizens and pensioners. Students in uni formwho cone in
groups of 30 and above will only be charged RM3 each. Entrance is free for
chil dren aged bel ow si x.

Anong the highlights at the galleries are nosque architecture,
cal l'i graphy, manuscripts, Islamc arts of the Chi nese and Mal ay worl ds,
the Standard Chartered Gttoman room textiles, coinage, arnms and arnour as
wel | as ceranmic, glass and netal worKk.

Weekly events include special calligraphy courses at the educational
wor kshop by | ect urer Mahnood Awang. This course i s hel d every Sat urday
from2.30pmto 5.30pmfor adults and on Sunday from1l0amto lpmfor
children. The fee for the six-nonth course is RVMB90 per person.

A national calligraphy conpetition called Manifestasi Perdana Seni Khat
1999M 1420H, has al so been jointly | aunched wi t h Ut usan Mel ayu ( Mal aysi a)
Bhd and the Nati onal Association of Calligraphy plus a personal
contribution fromDatuk Dr Ni k Mohaned Mahnmood. C osing date for
submitting participation forns for all categories i s Monday.

For details call 03-22742020 (general line) or the Educati on Depart nent
at 03-22705101/5111 or fax 03-22740529 or e-nmil educati on@ anm org. ny.
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