14/ 01/ 1999
Fi rst Saturday holiday not for service industry

R Ranma
I AMdi smayed to see those in the service industry |i ke comrerci al banks
and fi nance conpani es cl osi ng shop on the first Saturday of each nonth.

It nmust be noted that governnent servants have been fighting for a five-
day week for a long tine but the | eadership of the Governnent,
particularly our Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had
positively turned down t he request because the productivity of the nation
woul d be affected especially since we are a devel opi ng country.

However, Dr Mahathir has recently relented even though the country is in
severe econoni ¢ downturn, the worst ever w tnessed by us.

He knows that he and his Governnent woul d not be able to do nuch for
governnent servants in the coming years by way of a sal ary revision ow ng
to the current severe recession and decided to give a small gift to
government servants to rest an extra day each nont h.

Thi s does not nmean that the private sector should follow suit. The
rationale is different.

W in the private sector have to work doubly hard for a speedier
recovery of the economny.

It is unimgi nable that those in the service sector |ike banks and
finance conmpani es shoul d al so cl ose shop on the first Saturday.

Real i stically speaking, they should be open for business to take
advant age of the nearly one nmillion civil servants doing their
transactions on the first Saturday thereby enhanci ng t heir busi ness.

Further, it is an irony that Tenaga Nasional Bhd is closing shop for two
Saturdays. TNB still seens to have t he governnent agency syndrone even
though it has been a private sector organisation for along tinme now.

| therefore call upon the private sector not to close on the first
Sat urday of each nonth but use the day as an opportunity to do nore
busi ness and i ncrease productivity for the country as envi saged by the
Prinme Mnister.



	First Saturday holiday not for service industry (NST 14/01/1999)

