12 APR 1999
Abdul | ah- Sl ander
FI VE SERI QUS DEFAMATORY CASES FOR LEGAL ACTI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, April 12 (Bernama) -- Five serious defamatory cases are
bei ng considered for legal action by the Umo | egal panel, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d today.

Wthout revealing the cases, he said the panel of |awers appointed by
the anti-defamati on commttee set up by the party recently, were studying
every aspect of the cases.

" This is not merely to scare thembut a serious action as defamatory
remarks are being made freely including at public ceranmahs and while giving
sernons” he told reporters after chairing the commttee's nmeeting here

He hoped Umo's nove to take | egal action on the defamatory cases woul d
not be seen as an attenpt to silence the critics as this was not Umo's
i ntention.

" Under healthy denobcratic practices, we can accept criticisns
reflecting the stance of political parties including the opposition but the
situation we see nowis totally different, said Abdullah, who is al so Umo
Vi ce- presi dent.

Abdul | ah hoped Umo's action could prove that the party, which had
existed for such along tine, did not want to see uttering defamatory
remarks or statenments beconming part of the political culture in Mlaysia.

He sai d defamati on cannot be allowed to continue as not only it could
|l ead to | ost of power and col |l apse of governnents but al so ruin businesses,
fam |ies and organi sati ons.

He said Islamstrongly forbid acts of slander.

At the neeting attended by Umo divisional |eaders fromthroughout the
country, two menbers of the |egal panel and its chairnman Datuk | brahimAli
expl ai ned el enments of defamati on and evi dence required to pursue court
action.

Abdul | ah said apart fromgathering informati on on defamatory cases for
possi bl e action, the panel would explain to party nenbers at all |evels on
its functions and responsibilities.

He said the Umo Defamation Comm ttee which recently appointed a pane
of 20 | awyers received good response fromdivisional |eaders who offered
their cooperation to achi eve the desired objectives.

Asked whet her Umo was prepared to face court action if it was sued for
al | eged sl ander by opposition parties, Abdullah said it was not a problem
for the party.

" | don't care if others want to take | egal action against us

(Umo).... it is not a problemfor us. The problemto deal with is
sl ander," said Abdull ah, who is perform ng the duties of Umo deputy
presi dent.

| brahi mwas reported to have | odged a police report at the Kota Baharu
police station on the distribution of audio cassette tapes defam ng Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and calling for the assassination
of Umo | eaders.
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