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FI XI NG EFFECTI VE DATE FOR NEW TOLL FOR MOTORI STS AT LDP

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- The Works Mnistry will fix the
effective date for the newtoll for notorists at the Damansara- Puchong
expressway (LDP)

Its mnister, Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu said this would be done after the
new rat e had been gazetted

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced yesterday t hat
the toll for nmotorists at the LDP woul d be reduced fromRML.50 to RML after
t he Chi nese New Year. The nove woul d cost the governnent RMB5 nmillion a
year to pay the concession conpany, Lingkaran Trans Kota Sdn Bhd to nmake up
for the conpany's | osses.

Dr Mahat hir al so announced that the toll rates for the North-South
Expressway (NSE) woul d be raised by 0.75 sen per kilonetre effective from
the sane date. This neans that users will be paying 11.25 sen per
kil onetre.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the MC Central Wrking Comm ttee
(CWC) neeting here today, Sany Vellu said the prinme ninister had announced
that the governnment had decided to defer construction of new expressways by
the private sector as Ml aysi ans were not yet ready to pay toll to use
qual ity roads.

He was asked on calls by several non-governnental organisations that
t he government make public future agreenents w th hi ghway concession
conpani es.

"So now, the NGOs should be very happy. There will be no nore
privatisation and as such, they will have no subject to quarrel anynore.

"But the question of giving every docunent to every NGO will mean that
this country will never nove forward for the next 100 years," Samy Vellu
sai d.

The ninister chided the NGOs for making such calls, saying that the
proposal should be nooted at the United Nations "so every country will put
forward everything including big countries which produce nucl ear bonbs." He
sai d any suggestions shoul d be reasonabl e and accept abl e.

On the water supply privatisation plan in Sabah, Sany Vellu said a
consortium of eight or nine conpanies was picked to carry out the project.

He said only two firms were peninsul a-based while the rest were
Sabah- owned. The m nister could not give details of the privatisation.

"The water supply in Sabah can be overconed once it is privatised,"
Sany Vel | u added.
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