24/ 04/ 1999
35,000 units of flats to be built for squatters

Hami sah Hami d
A TOTAL of 35,000 units of lowcost flats will be ready by the year 2001
to house some 175,000 squatters in the Federal Territory and Sel angor,
Housi ng and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh sai d.
"Sonme of the |owcost units are for sale but the rest will be for rent
of RML24 a nonth for each famly,"” Ting told a news conference after
receiving a call fromnew Chi nese anmbassador to Mal aysia, M Guan
Dengming, at the mnistry in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.
Ting said the construction cost of each unit range bet ween RW3, 000 and
Rwv44, 000.
He said the schene is part of the Governnent's strategy to resettle
squatters in the country.
Upon conpl etion of the projects, the Governnment will transfer the houses
to the | ocal authorities to nanage.
Ti ng was commenting on the proposed national strategy to control,
resettl e and overcone squatter problens, as outlined inthe md-term
revi ew of the Seventh Mal aysian Pl an (7MP, 1996-2000).
The md-termreview of 7MP, which was tabled in the Parlianent by the
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Thursday, stated that the
Governnment wi Il conmi ssion a nationwi de study to fornul ate a nati onal
strategy to deal with the squatter problens.
The obj ective is to produce an integrated action plan and gui del i nes for
the public and private sectors.
Ting said the proposed strategy and neasures are bei ng wor ked out by
respective state governnents as the |l and i nvol vi ng squatters popul ations
is under the states' jurisdiction.
However, he said as the squatters issue is related to housing natter,
the ministry is alsoinvolved in fornulating the strategy.
"At this stage, each state government is currently preparing for a
strategy (to overcone the squatters problem at the respective state.
"We have to settle the matter in stages, we cannot do it all at once,”
he said.
Ting said Federal Territory and Sel angor face t he nost serious problem
of squatters conpared with other states.
He noted that the 35,000 | ow-cost units are i nadequate to resettle all
the squatters famlies in the Kl ang Vall ey.
"The scheme will be able to house sone of the squatters only.
"The squatters popul ation varies fromtine to tinme. If the Governmnent
resettle them newfamlies will cone and set up another squatters
popul ati on," he said.
However, Ting said the Governnent is serious in handlingthe squatters
i ssue, indicated by the on-going projects of constructing 35,000 | ow cost
units for the famlies.
He said the scherme will be expanded to other maj or urban centres where
the state governnent will allocate suitable |and for such projects.
According to the md-termrevi ew of the Seventh Ml aysi an Pl an (1996-
2000), there were 1.044 mllion squatters in the country, with the highest
concentration in Federal Territory and Sel angor.
The study found that about 87 per cent of the total or 917, 160 squatters
are | ocal s.
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