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Flying start for show, official opening today

LANGKAW , Tues. - The Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace
exhibition (Lima '99) got off to a snmooth start today al t hough publicity
for this century's |ast show was overshadowed by the general el ection.

Lima ' 99 was not only a setting to celebrate Malaysia's place in the
i nternational aviation scene, but al so the Barisan Nasional winin the
el ecti on yest erday.

Especially so for aerospace conponent organi sers, Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd
executive chai rman Dat uk Mohd Radzi Manan who won t he Tual ang Sekah St at e
seat in Perak.

Mohd Radzi, who has been the man behi nd the previous Lima exhibitions
told the New Straits Tinmes the first day response fromtrade visitors at
the Lima ' 99 exhibition had been encouragi ng.

"Fromwhat | have seen, Linma '99 aerospace segnent has the trappi ngs of
a good air show "

He sai d avi ati on conpani es have canme out "aggressively", despite the
post ponerment of the opening cerenony by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to tonorrow due to the general el ection.

Mbohd Radzi said Le Proton had upgraded its services for this year's
show.

"What we have done this year was to upgrade our service to international
st andards. "

However, he said there was a need for the facilities in Langkawi to be
upgraded with nore hospitality chalets to accormmpdate future Lima
exhi bitions.

"If we can have the facilities, we will be able to have a five-star air
show. "

Mohd Radzi said he expected nore nenoranda of understanding to be signed
at this year's Lima conpared to previous years.

More than 650 conpani es from40 countries including giants Airbus
I ndustrie, Bonbardi er Aerospace, Boeing and Mal aysia Airlines are
participating in the exhibition fromtoday to Dec 5.

Wth over 90 exhibition stalls at the Mahsuri | nternational Exhibiton
Centre and nore than 110 aircraft in static display and aeri al
denonstrations, the show prom ses to be an unforgettable affair.

The opening day attracted nore than 2,000 trade visitors. Up until
cl osi ng hour, trade del egates and sail ors were conversi ng and nmaki ng
cont acts.

Guests at the maritime showincluded del egates froml ocal and foreign
def ence ministries and hi gh-ranki ng naval officers.

A brass band fromthe Royal Netherlands Air Force livened up the
at nosphere by perform ng around the exhibition halls.
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