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FOCUS ON | NBOUND TOURI STS, CHONG TELLS TOUR OPERATORS

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 10 (Bernamm) -- Local tour operators have been
rem nded to refocus their business toward i nbound tourists inline with
efforts to reduce foreign exchange and enabl e donestic tourists from
peni nsul ar Mal aysi a and Sarawak sanpl e various attractions in Sabah.

State Tourism Environnent, Science and Technol ogy Devel opnent M ni ster
Dat uk Chong Kah Kiat, who made the call, said the tradition has been that
tour operators only brought people fromoverseas, forgetting the | arge
nunber of domestic tourists.

"Sabah has nulti-attractions |ike nountain, forest and beauti ful
islands... but we have not really exploited our potential, not to the
fullest," he said.

Chong was speaking to reporters here today after neeting a del egation
fromthe Sabah chapter of the Ml aysi an Associ ati on of Tour and Travel
Agents (Matta) ed by its chairman Al bert Teo

In this respect, Chong expressed hope that the state governnment and the
private sector could work hand in hand to achi eve the desired results.

"I't is a question of networking and how we can work together. W nust
t ake advantage our closeness and try to reposition our industry by | ooking
i nwards," he said.

On the state government's request for cheaper Mal aysia Airlines (MAS)
airfare from Sabah to the peninsula, Chong said he was glad that Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had taken note of the matter.

"In fact the Mnister of Transport Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik had
al ready instructed MAS to review seriously the airfare structures.

"MAS have a | ot of packages but there are a |ot of conditions attached
and this neutralized the effect," he said.

Chong al so descri bed Borneo Eco Tours' success in w nning the
Travel asi a Breakt hrough Eco- Awards 1999 as an honour for Sabah and a boost
for eco-tourismpronotion.

Borneo Eco Tours was sel ected the best tour operator in one of four
categories by Venture Publishing Pte Ltd during [ast nonth's PATA Travel
Mart in Singapore.

He sai d Sabah was al so chosen to host the week-1ong Wrld Ecotourism
Conference and field sem nars here begi nning Cct 17.

Sonme 300 participants world-wi de, including 19 tourismexperts, are
expected to attend the conference.
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