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Focus is on Gerakan secretary-general, central comittee posts

A. Kathirasen

THE 1, 743 del egates to t he nati onal Gerakan assenbly today will not be
concerned about the fight for the deputy president's post. That is a

f or egone concl usi on.

Their attention will be focussed on who the party president Datuk Seri
Dr LimKeng Yaik will pick as secretary-general, and the scranble for the
18 central conmittee posts.

The Gerakan assenbly, follow ng the conprom ses made at the vice-
presidential |evel and the | ack of a challenger for the top post, will not
see much excitenent this year. And that is the reason the attention will
be on the posts of secretary-general and central conm ttee menbers.

| ncunbent secretary-general Tan Sri Chan Choong Tak is not interested in
the post. Infact, only recently he tendered his resignation to Keng Yai k
but after a powwow, it was decided that he stay on until the party
el ection.

In the past, the secretary-general and treasurer-general were el ected
but followi ng a recent anendnent to the party constitution, effectivethis
year, the two posts becone appoi nted positions.

Keng Yai k has to appoint one of the 18 el ected central commttee nenbers
to these two posts.

Al though the field is open, one of the nanes nmentioned for the
secretary-general's post is Datuk Dr Kang Chin Seng of Penang. Kang has
deci ded not to defend his vice-presidential seat.

Ni bong Tebal Menber of Parliament Dr Goh Cheng Tei k, veteran Datuk Al ex
Lee and Kang are the incunbents. Lee declined to defend his post. Since
the party | eadershi p wanted t o accommobdat e Goh, Penang Chi ef M ni ster Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, and a non-Chinese in the VP line-up, Kang did not
contest that seat.

When nomi nations cl osed, Goh, Koh and Negeri Senbil an Gerakan secretary
Dr S. Vijayaratnamwere returned unopposed.

Kang i s one of 28 people who filed nom nation papers to contest the 18
central comittee posts. So the talk i s, Kang m ght be appointed the new
secretary-general to nake up for his willingness to respect the
president s desire for a no-contest situation

The only problemis that he is fromPenang and Keng Yai k may prefer
someone fromKual a Lunpur for this post. And Koh, who has al ways been
somewhat uneasy about Kang s loyalty to him m ght not want the powerf ul
post of party secretary-general to go to Kang.

| f Kang does not get the secretary-general "s post he may be appointed
treasurer-general or a vice-president by Keng Yai k.

Anot her name that has been nmentioned i s i ncunbent deputy secretary-
general Tan Kee Kwong, son of one of Mal aysia s nbst respected
politicians, the late Tan Sri Dr Tan Chee Koon. The ot her deputy
secretary-general, Chia Kwang Chye, whose performance in Parlianment has
been excellent, is also a possibility for pronotion although he is
sonewhat junior. He is a close confidante of Koh.

Deputy treasurer-general Chua Chong An of Federal Territory may be
pronoted but this is not a certainty.

Keng Yai k has expressed a desire to see all State Gerakan chairmen in
the central committee. Wth Kerk (Perak chairman) expected to retain the
deputy presidency, Koh (Penang) in as vice-president, and Keng Yaik
hol di ng t he Johor chairman' s post, it | eaves eight State chairnmeninthe



cont est.

I nsiders expect all eight to be voted in. The contest will therefore be
tough for the remaining 10 posts. Two of the contestants for the central
comittee post - former youth secretary-general Lum Wng Keong and
Penang' s Datuk Rhina Bhar - have since w thdrawn, |eaving 26 people to
fight it out.

Kang, Chia, Tan, Penang Gerakan secretary Dr Teng Hock Nan, Penang State
Executive Councillor Dr Toh Kin Won, Perak Gerakan secretary Khoo Su
Chai, and | osing Tel uk Intan parliamentary by-el ecti on candi date Chee See
Choke are expected to win.

O her front runners are fornmer youth | eader Dat uk Chan Ko Yooun and
former Johor chairmen Khoo Chee Huat and Teo Kok Chee. Keng Yai k™ s younger
brot her Keng Guan is al so contesting a central conmittee seat.

The fact that there are no contests for the party presidency and vice-
presi dency, together with the youth and wanita top posts, shows the
maturity of nmenbers as the general election is |oomng.

The fight between Kerk and Lukut branch chai rman Tan Kang Leng i s not
expected to be nmore than a side-show al though sone | eaders fear that those
frustrated with the | eadership might just vote for Tan to vent their
anger.

Kang Leng has admitted that he will |ose but maintains that he is
fighting to bring the attention of the party to the probl emof phantom
menbers in Negeri Senbilan and to signal the need for party reform

He clains that there are at | east nine branches wi th phantomnenbers in
Negeri Senbilan. His decision to take on Kerk apparently stenms fromthe
fact that Kerk was sent to investigate the clai mand his findings showed
ot herwi se. Kang Leng feels Kerk was biased in his probe.

In the nmeantime, several State Gerakan conmittees have cone out openly
to pl edge support for Kerk. Keng Yai k hinmsel f has urged Kang Leng not to
go ahead with the chal |l enge.

It isinteresting to note that the general assenbly is scheduled to
di scuss i ssues such as the Internal Security Act, the Universities and
University Coll eges Act and other matters that Opposition parties have
been harpi ng on.

It islikely that the delegates will call for a reviewof both Acts to
ensure greater freedomof speech and associ ati on.

In fact, del egates are said to favour a nore open society within
campuses so that there woul d be greater di scussion and access to students.
This, a Youth | eader said, would hel p diffuse the over-dependence of
students on news and views on the Internet.

Ger akan del egates, who are not al ways known to fully toe t he Gover nnent
l'ine although they are in the Governnent, may just conme up with sone
i nteresting suggestions this Saturday and Sunday. However, nuch depends on
t he presidential speech and t he openi ng address of Bari san Nasi onal
chairman and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

( END)



	Focus is on Gerakan secretary-general, central committee posts (NST 24/07/1999)

