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Foolish for MPs to | et voters down

A. Kadir Jasin
FOCOLS, as the saying goes, never learn. A fool keeps repeating his
nm st akes. He does not | earn frompast experience.

A fool, however, is not necessarily a dull person or a person with any
ki nd of mental incapacity. He can be a person of perfect mnd. It is his
foolish action that makes hima fool. W can say that such a person does
not use his otak (brain) very well.

But they are not the kind of fools who were found i n the nedi aeva
househol ds whose task was to keep their masters anused. The fool s we are
t al ki ng about are normal people who are prone to acting foolishly.

We can live with their foolishness as such behavi our causes probl ens or
enmbarrassnent only to themsel ves.

But when they are as i nportant as Menbers of Parlianent and State
Legi sl ative Assenblies, their foolery affects others. This, | amsure, not
too many people will take kindly to.

We do not want our el ected representatives to act foolishly as it
anounts to maki ng fools of us.

But what better word is there to describe the action of sone of our MPs
who absent thensel ves fromthis week's first sitting of the 10th
Parliament? Foolish is the word.

Only a fool would act in such a manner weeks after being elected to the
august chanber i n what was easily the nost keenly fought general el ection
this decade

This is especially true for the Bari san MPs whose nunbers are fewer and
whose victories were nostly by narrow margins.

Al as, despite the hard-won battle, sone of the Yang Berhormats, judging
by the events of the | ast few days, have neither learnt a |l esson nor shown
sufficient regard for the people who voted for them

This is not a clever thing to do for a fool believes that he can foo
the voters

Al t hough the rul es of the Dewan all ow nenbers to be absent, the reason
and justification for it nmust be sufficiently strong.

So for some MPs to be absent so soon after being sworn-in or for not
attending the session regularly is plain foolish. It is sinply
i nexcusabl e.

It appears that the situation on the Governnent Bench was serious enough
to pronpt the Prime Mnister to warn the Bari san Nasi onal MPs that they
woul d be dropped at the next general electionif they did not perform
wel | .

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said BN of ficials were watching them
closely, especially with regard to attendance and debat es.
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