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120 resol utions for devel opment policies in newnmnllennium

Kamar ul Yunus

THE two- day Fourth Bum put era Econoni ¢ Congress was concl uded on Sat ur day,
with nore than 120 resol uti ons del i berated and endorsed as i nputs for the
Second National Econonic Consul tative Council (NECCI11) to outline the
nation's devel opnent policies inthe newnllennium

In the next few weeks or nonths, nenbers of the NECCII, |ed by forner

Chi ef Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid, will be
busy exam ni ng t hese resol uti ons, hopi ng that they be i npl enented by the
Governnent as policies for a new econom c blueprint to replace the

Nat i onal Devel oprment Policy which expires by the end of next year.

Wth less than five nonths before the NECC Il nenbers sit down and start
cracking their heads to chart future national devel opnent agendainits
second neeting in January next year, the inputs fromthis Congress are
consi dered as val uabl e and ti nely, and need i nmedi at e del i berati on by the
consul tative council's conmittee menbers.

The NECC 11 is expected to present its initial report during the second
nmeeting schedul e for January 10-11 next year. The council held its first
meeting on August 5 1999 and expected to hold two nore neetings in May and
August next year before submitting a full report to the Cabinet on

Sept enber 2 2000.

To facilitate the screening and eval uating the resol utions and i nputs
fromot her organi sations and associ ations, the NECCI| had set up seven
wor ki ng conmittees since August 5. These conmittees are the National
Unity; Restructuring of Society; Poverty Eradication; the Econony and

Nat i onal Conpetitiveness; Hunman Resources Devel opnent; | sl am ¢ Banki ng and
Fi nance; and Sci ence and Technol ogy.

Wth the resolutions fromthe Fourth Congress already in the hands of

the NECC 11, the council's comm ttee menbers shoul d now be able to sit
down and get to work faster toidentify and outline the future policies.
But their work will not be that sinple as the resolutions fromthe
Congress need to be refined.

Second Fi nance M ni ster and Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Dat uk

Must apa Mohaned had indicated this to the press after the closing of the
Congress by First Finance M ni ster and Speci al Functions M nister Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n on Sat urday.

VWi | e appreciating the comm tment and val uabl e i nputs fromnore t han
1,300 participants at the Congress, Mistapa said the resolutions need to
be refined since the reconmendati ons received by the organi sers -

Ent repreneur Devel opnent M nistry and Mal ay Chanber of Commerce, Mal aysia
(DPMV) - were too many and sone of themseened to be overl appi ng.

Thi s was not surprising, consideringthe nunber of resol uti ons presented
at the previous congresses al so shown an i ncreasing trend since the First
Congress was hel d in 1965. There were 69 resol utions then, and the Second
Congress three years | ater saw partici pants com ng up with 83 resol utions,
and the third with 63 reconmendati ons.

It should al so be noted that these resol utions did not include those
proposal s whi ch were brought up and approved duri ng di scussi ons and

wor kshops but were not docunent ed.

"The resolutions are still rawin nature and we will have to refine them
bef ore presenting themto the Governnment," Mistapa had said, adding the
NECC || had agreed with the Congress' organisers to set up a teamto
tackle this matter.



Ahmad Sarji, when intervi ewed by Busi ness Ti mes, concurred wi th Mist apa,
sayi ng that the seven conmittees under NECC || have started regul ar
neetings and will continue to do so to deliberate and refine the

resol utions. The forner Chief Secretary to the Government, who now hol ds
t he chai rmanshi p of Pernopdal an Nasi onal Bhd, saidif there is a need, the
NECC I1's conmittees may neet frequently, at |east once a nonth.

The former head of the civil service, who received the resol utions from
Dat uk I dri s Jusoh, the organi sing committee chairman, who i s al so Deputy
Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister, said he will circul ate the
recomendations to | eaders of the seven committees as soon as possi bl e.
"W hope to be able to circulate the resolutions to the conmttees
within this short period, with the hope to conplete our initial report by
Decenber and deliberate it when the NECC Il nenbers neet for the second
tinme in January,” he said.

Wiile the NECC Il will provide a full concentration to evaluate the

resol utions, the two-day Fourth Congress had been an inspiring and

consi dered as a mmj or achi evenent, especially to the two organi sers.

As quoted by co-chairnmen of the Congress - Mistapa and DPWM presi dent

Tan Sri Tajudin Rami - the Congress had been very successful in terns of
partici pations, conm tnment and presentation during the two-day event.

Thr ough t he seven wor kshops organi sed during the Congress, the topic of

di scussi ons covers al nost all aspects, fromeducation to religion as well
as econom cs.

The areas covered were to strengt hen Bum putera participationintrade
and i ndustry; devel opnent of educati on and workforce for Bumi putera's
agenda; Bumiputera's participationinthe information technol ogy and
communi cati ons sector; Bumi putera' s invol verrent in hightechnol ogi es; the
rol e of trust agenci es and public sector conpanies in facing future

chal l enges; the role of financial institutions in enhancing the creation
of atrade and i ndustry driven Buni putera society; and the incul cation of
cultural and religious values in creating a conpetitive Buni putera

i ndi vi dual .

Al'l these were done to prepare the Bum puteras to face the stiff

chal | enges of the newnillenni umwhich w |l concentrate nore on know edge-
based economi c environnment and t he openi ng up of domestic market to
foreigners as advocated by the worl d' s econom es under the new

gl obal i sati on and borderl ess worl d regi nes.

Wth the Bum putera entrepreneurs still showing |lack in strength and
easi |y durabl e when faci ng econom c pressure as shown i n the recent
econom c crisis, the Governnent's roleis still needed to safeguard their

interests in future.

As such, Bum puteras should thank the Government, particularly Prinme

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad for giving the assurance that the
speci al benefits given to help themsecure a 30 per cent share in the
country's wealth will not be taken away until the target is net.

However, Dr Mahat hir, who spoke on t his when openi ng the Congress on

Fri day, reni nded t he Bum puteras not to be conplacent but try to acquire
as nuch know edge as they can to build the i nner strength so that they
will be able to face and wi thstand whatever chall enges that lie in the

gl obal i sed and borderl ess worl d as chanpi oned by t he devel oped nati ons.
"There is not short cut to this of getting as much know edge as

possi bl e. The Governnent will try to safeguard the interest of the

Bumi putera, such as the 30 per cent target, but it would be difficult to
do so under the so-called gl obalised and borderl ess world where the smal |
Bumi put era entrepreneurs have to conpete on a |l evel playing fieldwith the
giants of the international conpanies,"” said Dr Mahathir, whom Tajudin
described as the "best trainer" for Bum putera entrepreneurs.
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