21/11/ 1999
It's uphill for Pas in BN fortress

Zubai dah Abu Bakar
PAS i s nounting an of fensive to west control of Umo strongholds in
Kedah, but this certainly will not be an easy task.

However, State Umo | eaders, though confident, are not conpl acent.

They are wor ki ng hard to deny Pas any i nroads into their stronghold
because they are aware that Kedah i s one of the four States in which the
OQpposition is going all-out for victory.

Pas is expected to nmake i ssues out of what the party think wll
i nfl uence voters. Wether or not the voters can be swayed to its side
remai ns to be seen.

I n question are constituenci es such as Bukit Raya, a Pas stronghold in
t he Pendang parlianmentary constituency now hel d by Pas Presi dent Datuk
Fadzi| Mhd Noor and Kubang Pasu, the seat now held by Prime Mnister and
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Fadzil, who i s al so Kedah Pas Conmi ssioner, is just too strong there,
Pas said. By the sane token, Pas will be mi staken in thinking they can win
i n Kubang Pasu, Dr Mahathir's constituency.

A close aide to Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, admitting that Bukit
Raya i s Fadzil's stronghol d, said that the Umo nmachi nery "i s worki ng and
we are working very, very hard to win".

In fact, he said, Sala (the other state seat held by Pas) coul d al ready
be considered Umo's.

Fadzi| is making another bid for the Pendang parlianmentary seat, now
hel d by Parlianmentary Secretary to the Prine M nister's Departnent, Datuk
O hrman Abdul

O hman has been hol di ng the seat since the 1990 general el ection but
given Pas' viewthat the "situationis different now', the party expects a
victory.

Not that easy, said an Umo insider because the situati on now was not
all that different.

| ssues raised by Pas about the State administration, the call for change
and cl ains of a dimnishing support for Umo are nothing nore than a
reflection of the Opposition's own fear.

On Mahfuz Omar, the Pas Youth Chief, Sanusi has this to say - that he is
baring his fangs because he has sonething to prove.

"It is just like people goingtothe circus to watch the clown... They
will not vote for the clown," he said.

Sanusi sai d Pas had not been able to woo the fence-sitters or make
i nroads into BN stronghol ds, including his own Kuah State seat in Langkaw
or i n Kubang Pasu, which Dr Mahat hir has held since 1974.

But Pas believes it is drawing growi ng crowmd support at its ceramahs in
Kubang Pasu, which regularly featured personalities such as Harun Din and
Parti Keadi | an Nasi onal president Datin Seri Wan Azi zah Wan | snmai | .

But the size of gatherings, as has been shown, does not necessarily
translate into votes

Umo I nformati on Chi ef Datuk Badruddi n Am rul din, who i s al so Kedah BN
secretary, said: "The presence of thousands of people at Pas ceranahs does
not reflect anything as voters are mature enough to knowthat only BN can
deliver and rul e Kedah effectively."

During the 1995 general el ection, the crowds often seened bi gger at
ceramahs hel d by the opposition. But the BN won in these very
constituenci es.



For Sanusi it boils down to contribution and a good track record.

"It is easy to find other people's faults... Pas has done not hing for
t he people. Even youth clubs in the State have done nore for the people
conpared to Pas, whose | eaders only know howto talk."

Kedah MCA | i ai son committee chi ef Datuk Chua Jui Meng said the Chinese
were aware of the BN s good track record i n delivering what t he Chi nese
comunity wanted, and it woul d continue to support BN.

State M C chai rman Datuk V. Saravanan said the Indian comunity's
support for the BN was undi vi ded despite attenpts by Keadilan to
"infiltrate" their ranks.

There are "grey areas"” where the BNwon with a majority of less than
2,000 in the | ast general election.

These are Kual a Nerang (17-vote majority), Kupang (393), Bel antek (428),
Langgar (432), Anak Bukit (568), Pedu (1,047), Jeneri (1,061), Ayer Hitam
(1,717), Pengkal an Kundor (1,485) and Bukit Lada (1, 988).

The parliamentary seats the Qpposition is targeting are Padang Ter ap,
Kual a Kedah, Penang, Sik, Baling, Langkaw , Jerlun and Pokok Sena.
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