08/ 02/ 1999

"No protection for those who injured Anwar'

THOSE responsible for injuring former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mwhil e he was under police detention will not be protected by
t he Government.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said the person or persons
responsi ble for the infamous "bl ack eye" will get the punishnment deserved.
"I want to know who did this because the person who did it has done a

di sservice to the country, the police force and ne.

"Because of what he has done, the attention has been diverted from
Anwar's crinme to the question of who gave hima black eye. It is not
sonething that | wanted to happen and | want to find out who did this
thing," Dr Mahathir said in response to a question froma Ml aysi an
student at a neeting here on Saturday.

Later, at a Press conference, a British journalist asked himto coment
whet her there was any truth to clains that the former |nspector General of
Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor was invol ved in the incident.

Dr Mahathir said: "I can't say anything. | have no right to say because
| have no evidence nyself. But if the Comm ssion of Inquiry finds it is
so, thenit is so."

Asked what woul d happen if this was true, Dr Mahathir replied the | aw
woul d take its course.

On whet her he woul d give his support to clear the name of the fornmer
| GP, he said: "I don't support anything that | don't know about. If he is
wong, he is wong. If heis right, heis right. And | will support himif
he is right.

"I will not support himif he is wong. It is not an unusual stand to
t ake. "

Al so present at the neeting were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali,
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, National Unity and Socia
Devel opnent M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha Isnail and Ml aysi an Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner Datuk Amir Jaafar

( END)
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