21 APR 1999

FOREI GN WORKERS TO GET SAME SOCSO COVERAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 21 (Bernama) -- Foreign workers will enjoy the same
coverage and benefits as | ocals when the Social Security Organisation
(Socso) schene is extended to them Human Resources M nister Datuk Lim Ah
Lek sai d today.

Their contribution of 0.5 percent of their nmonthly salary to Socso
woul d ensure that they got rights, protection and benefits simlar to those
gi ven to Ml aysi an workers, he said.

The government will not discrimnate against forei gn workers by havi ng
a different contribution scheme, he told reporters after the mnistry's
post - Cabi net neeting here.

Presently, foreign workers only have their salaries deducted for
conpul sory insurance paynments.

Li mal so described as irresponsible the picket by a group conprising
estate workers, non-governnental organisations (NGOs) and ot her interested
parties in front of Parlianment building on Monday.

The estate workers wanted Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
tointervene in their clains for a RW50 mni mumnonthly sal ary, bonus of a
mont h' s pay, annual increnment of RVBO and a retrenchnment benefit of RML, 000
for every year of service

Li msai d under the new coll ective agreenent, estate workers are
guar ant eed 24 days' wages even when they could not go out tapping.
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