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FOREI GNERS SHOULD THI NK TW CE BEFORE SUPPORTI NG THE OPPCSI Tl ON, SAYS PM

By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has said
that foreigners should think w sely before putting their weight behind the
opposition in the run-up to Mal aysia's general election to be held soon.

The prinme minister said foreigners, including many in the United
St ates, shoul d have a cl ear understandi ng of the strategic options before
t hem bef ore deci di ng whomto support.

The options are, either the nodernist, progressive, tolerant, |iberal,
tried and tested Umo-I|ed Bari san Nasional (BN) stable coalition with a
spectacul ar track record or a | oose coalition of parties dom nated by a
devi ationi st |slamc PAS, he said.

Speaking on "Mal aysia's Political and Economc Priorities Today" at the
Counci | on Foreign Relations |uncheon talk here Tuesday, the prinme minister
said: "I can only hope that when support is given the opposition parties,
the foreign supporters know what they are doing."

He said the governing BN does not solicit foreign support but it can do
wi t hout the continuous distorted reports about it.

Dr Mahathir noted that in the run-up to the 10th free general el ection,
the I evel of foreign intervention had surpassed even that of the 1964
general el ection when |Indonesia and the comruni sts sought to abort the
birth of Ml aysi a.

He said foreigners who sought to pronote and support the opposition
shoul d be nade aware of PAS, a political party with a clearly and openly
stated agenda for the establishnent of its particular version of an Islamc
state.

The other parties in this alternative coalition, he said, were not
expected to do particularly well.

The main beneficiary fromthe fallout of the Anwar Ibrahims affair was
not the party of his wife, the National Justice Partty (Keadilan) but PAS
he sai d.

"PAS is the party which has nost skilfully exploited the situation and
gai ned the greatest strength.

"It is a party noted for msuing and misinterpreting Islamto its
political advantage," Dr Mahathir said.

Al t hough at tinmes, he said, PAS has been regarded as an Islanic
fundanental i st party, which it is not, because if the fundanental s of Islam
are adhered to, | ove of peace and tol erance towards ot hers would be the
result.

The prime minister said Umo could claimitself to be the
fundanmentalist in the true sense as the party believes in peace and
tol erance which is the true preaching of Islam

He sai d PAS al so has no recogni sabl e econonic policy other than to say
it should be Islamc, but what it neant was not clear.

"Pl ease understand that whilst in Mal aysia there are corporations that
can take on the world, whilst there are hordes of Ml aysi ans who are eager
to be in the vanguard of IT and nultinedia age, there are also quite a
nunber who believe that tel evision sets should be thrown into the river
because they are an instrunent of Satan," Dr Mahat hir said.

He said the BN governnent has three political priorities for the
country today. First, to transforma popul ation divided by ethnicity,
| anguage, religion and culture into a united nation of Ml aysians; second,
to ensure that Ml aysia remains progressive and liberal in its outlook and



inall its policies at home and abroad; and third, to ensure that
Mal aysi ans are able to enjoy peace, harnony, stability and prosperity at
all tines.

Dr Mahathir said that until the Ml ays, Chinese, |Indians, Kadazans,
| bans and ot hers see thensel ves as Mal aysians first and as nmenbers of their
et hni ¢ groupi ng second, the primary chall enge woul d renain.

"Until all our communities live in fair and full partnership with one
another, with no feeling of subordination, marginalisation or alienation,
our task is not over.

"I believe that the bal anced, just and equitable policies that we have
adopted in every sphere -- politics, education, poverty eradication,
econom ¢ devel opnent -- have hel ped Mal aysia to achi eve significant
progress in building a united nation since the racial riots of May 1969,"
he sai d.

The prinme minister said he has no illusions regarding the continuing
chal | enges ahead that if Mal aysians allow thenselves to be nisled into
| endi ng support to the wong cause, Ml aysia night yet be another Kosovo or
Bosni a Her zegovi na.

On the second priority, he said the BN wants to ensure that Ml aysia
remai ns progressive, tolerant and liberal in its outl ook.

"I believe that we need to ensure the continuity of this outl ook and
t he acconpanyi ng policies because Mal aysia's very survival depends upon
this," he said.

On the third priority, Dr Mahathir described the May 13 1969 conmuna
riots as the "turning point" in the country's history as "our greatest
peace and stability |l esson was drawn fromit".

Quoti ng Abraham Li ncoln's words, "There is no grievance that is a fit
object for redress by nob law," the prime mnister said those words were as
meani ngful as ever, particularly to the young peopl e of Ml aysia today.

"The young Mal aysi ans of today were born after May 13, 1969. They have
been the great beneficiaries of the post-1969 transformati ons. They have no
personal or deep recollection of the nightrmare that their el ders went
t hrough, " he said.

He said the governnent not only tolerates dissent but also wel cones it
for the right to dissent is the heart of denocracy.

"But street agitation, intimdation, violence and di sorder we will not
count enance. Dissenters have rights but the governnent is al so responsible
for keeping peace for the majority.

"We know that the flames of racial violence, once ignited, are
difficult to douse. W in Ml aysia have seen the tragi c events anong our
brothers i n nei ghbouring I ndonesi a.

"Ml aysi a makes no apol ogy to anyone, for being firmin maintaining | aw
and order,"” Dr Mahat hir said.
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