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Abdul | ah- Pol i cy
FOREI GN M NI STRY HAS GAlI NED THE MASSES' ATTENTI ON, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 11 (Bername) -- The Foreign Mnistry is gaining
attention not only fromintellectuals but also fromthe ordinary peopl e who
have been keeping track of Malaysia's foreign policy, Deputy Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

He said this was evident frompeople at the grassroots discussing
event s happeni ng outsi de Ml aysi a such as devel opnents in the Bosni an and
Pal estine conflicts.

The frequent visits by Mal aysians to invest and to do busi ness overseas
had al so nrade Wsnma Putra the focus of attention as the people wanted to
know Mal aysi a's stand on many issues,"” he said when speaking at a farewell
function organi sed by the Foreign Mnistry staff.

Abdul | ah, 59, the outgoing Foreign Mnister, assunmed his duties as
Deputy Prinme Mnister today. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
announced hi s appointnent after the Umo suprene council neeting on Friday.

Abdul  ah attributed Wsna Putra's success in boosting its perfornmance
to Dr Mahathir's active role as head of government at the internationa
scene.

Abdul | ah said his eight-year tenure as Foreign Mnister, his |ongest as
conpared to his services in other mnistries, had contributed to his
political career, leading to his elevation as Deputy Prime Mnister.

He said his stint as the head of Wsnma Putra was a good experience as
it was there he gained the val uabl e | essons in diplomacy and the conduct of
foreign rel ati ons.

"Al though Wsma Putra is under scrutiny by the governnent and the
people, it managed to ably handle all the foreign issues to the point of
getting their recognition,” he said.

Pl edgi ng to continue his support for Wsma Putra, he called on the
staff to give good cooperation to his successor Datuk Seri Syed Hami d
Al bar .
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