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Foreign politicians offer relief fromnutterings of sone Mal aysi an | eaders

Mazl an Nordi n

NOT every politicianis as fortunate these days as British Prine M nister
Tony Blair. At 46 he has been told his 45-year-old wife, Cherie that she's
pr egnant .

Spl ashed in the London press then was his statenent: "This baby is nore
i mportant than ny election win."

The coupl e has a daughter aged 11 and two boys aged 13 and 15. It is now
said that by the time the fourth child goes to school Blair will be
draw ng hi s pension.

Surely forgiven was Blair's explanation that the baby was concei ved
after the couple's Tuscan hol i day.

"Not that Tuscany is not romantic," he added.

He is now reconciled to waking up again at night to | ook after the
cryi ng baby.

As he recalled: "It always seermed to be nmy turn to get up in the niddle
of the night last time we had children."

If only sone other politicians could talk |like that and not be
recounting yet again the nunmber of votes they collected or |ost.

Not so fortunate is best-selling author Jeffrey Archer who was forced to
quit the race for the post of Lord Mayor of London

This was after admitting that he had asked a friend to lie before a
court case about his relationship with a prostitute some 13 years ago

Publ i shed i n London papers was a picture of the prostitute with a cone-
hi t her | ook on the bed.

Evidently his own adventures are no |l ess enthralling than those witten
in his books such as Kane and Abel, First Anmong Equal s and Not a Penny
Mor e.

Stories about foreign politicians provide a welcone relief fromthe
mutt erings of soul searchi ng anong sone Mal aysi ans politicians from
whi chever party foll owing | ast nonth's el ecti ons.

The Opposition parties - Pas, DAP, Keadilan and Parti Rakyat failed in
their ultimte objective: to deny Bari san Nasional its aimto attain nore
than a two-third majority.

In the event three of DAP's top | eaders were rejected by the voters.
Only 10 out of its 47 candidates won.

Meanwhi | e Keadil an won only five out of 59 Parlianmentary seats sought.
Pas won 27 out of 63 Parlianentary seats contest ed.

Several governnent ministers and deputy mnisters also lost. As Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said it: "You win sone, you | ose
sone. "

Certain comments in the Bahasa press in the aftermath of the el ections
nmerit mention.

Hi ghl i ghted was the defeat of Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar whose | ong tenure as
Ment eri Besar ended when Terengganu fell into Pas's enbrace after 38 years
of BN rule.

Anong critical anal yses was one by Alias Ali, former Deputy M nister and
journalist who |Ii kened Umo Terengganu as a | ane warri or beset by internal
di sput es and di senchant ment anong its ordi nary nenbers.

Menti oned was unhappi ness over the sel ection of candi dates at severa
di vi si onal |evels.

In one particular constituency the ball ot boxes for choice of candi dates
were said to have been | ocked and seal ed al t hough many were still waiting



to cast their papers.

In Alias' estimation sone 24 per cent of the 168,550 Umo nenbers
opposed t he candi dates chosen by the party | eaders.

Al so under criticismin the Bahasa press was fornmer Kedah Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid fol |l owi ng el ecti on of ei ght Pas Menbers of Parli anment
and 12 State Assenbl ynmen

Not ed was t he canpai gn conducted by Pas sonme t hree years before the
el ecti ons since Kedah had | ong been targeted by the party apart fromot her
northern States.

Menti oned t hen were sonme of the canpai gns | aunched by Sanusi such as
pl anting padi on rooftops, jihad to abolish poverty, Mat Jenin soccer
teans and courting one's owmn wife or nengorat isteri as terned in Mal ay.

As in Terengganu there were criticisnms about the choice of new
candi dates in Kedah but this was refuted in Sanusi's statenent |ater.

Mention coul d be nade about the sel ection of Bahadurn Shah Mat |sa as
candidate in the Baling Parliamentary constituency.

He was for a long tinme Sanusi's political secretary and was wel | - known
to voters in the area. He lost to Taib Azanuddi n, former chief |mam of
Masjid Negara by just 1,394 votes.

Meanwhil e an "ol d tiner" candi date, Datuk Hamid O hnman, fornmer M nister
inthe Prime Mnister's Departrment | ost to Professor Shahnon Ahnmad from
Pas by just 478 votes.

What price ol d and new candi dates then? Wrthy of nention anong new
candi dat es i s Professor Mahader Mohd Khir who won the Parlianmentary seat
for Sungai Petani

He pol | ed 31, 875 votes, beating his Pas opponent Johari Ahmad by a
majority of 12,133 votes.

Prof Mahader is well-known in academc circles and has often
participated in sem nars and synposi ums on a host of topics.

By the | ook of things he has the potential to be Menteri Besar and or
Mnister. In good tinme, that is.

Recal |l ed by this scribe was the sight of Mahader during the I ndonesian
el ections I ast June i n Jakarta wal ki ng al ongsi de hundr eds of denmonstrators
not ebook in hand as if he was a journalist.

Mayhaps his short stint as observer did himgood during his election
canpai gn i n Sungai Pet ani

For some is the rem nder not to pass judgnment in haste as is the case
with certain sections of the foreign media with thier bias and own agenda.

Theirs is the ai mto provoke and mani pul ate conflicts in the Mal aysi an
political arena as opposed to our own efforts to seek consensus in a
society nmulti-ethnic, nulti-religious and multi-cultural in character.
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