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Forging i nks with MNCs, web-shapers

Foo Eu Jin
THE Mul ti media University being at the heart of the Milti nedi a Super
Corridor (MSC) is expectedto |l everage its position by forging nmeani ngf ul
Iinkages with | eading nultinational s and web-shapers with cutting-edge
t echnol ogi es, says Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.
"I amglad to note that the Multinmedia University is already involved in
col |l aborative efforts with nore than 60 conpani es wi th cutting-edge
technol ogi es, including NTT, Al catel and Lucent Technol ogi es.
"This represents a good start in networking within the MSC and | hope
that this marks the beginning of a long and nmutual |y benefici al
rel ati onship between the parties involved," said Dr Mahathir at the
official opening of the Multinedia University at Cyberjaya, Sel angor
yest er day.
Dr Mahat hir added that the university opens up a spectrumof possible
col laborative initiatives where faculty menbers will be abl e to partner
with high-calibre peers or share resources in the formof joint
subscription to on-line journals.
He said the Multinmedia University is no ordinary university since it
wi Il becone the cultural heart and intell ectual nerve centre of the
| earning society to be created within the Cyberjaya conmmunity.
"I'ts opening signifies the readi ness and capability of the MSCto
generate a critical mass of quality know edge workers for MSGC status
conpanies. It is designed to spawn creative i deas and technopreneurs -
very much like the role that Stanford University plays in the success of
the Silicon Valley.
According him Ml aysia's conti nued enphasi s on educati on i s based on
the belief that the greatest long-termchallenge to its conpetitiveness
may not lie in the current financial regulations or exchange rate
managenent .
He saidit may liewith the country's ability to devel op soci al software
such as quality of education and enhancenent of science and technol ogy.
"I'n both these endeavours, the MSCw Il play a pivotal role. W need to
harness the full power of technology and intellectual capital in order to
have sustai ned growt h.
"To achi eve this, we nust radi cally change our educati onal outl ook. W
have started this process at the grass roots | evel by starting our Snart
School s MSC Fl agshi p Application.
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