05 FEB 1999
Canbodi a- Senat e
FORMATI ON OF SENATE | S CAMBODI A' S | NTERNAL AFFAI R, SAYS HUN SEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Hun Sen said today the
formati on of the Canbodi an senate, a prerequisite stipulated by Asean for
Canbodi a's entry into the nine-nmenber grouping, is his country's interna
affair.

"The setting up of the senate is not to please Asean but to please the
Canbodi an people," he said during a question and answer session after
giving a |l ecture on "Canbodia: Towards a New Future" at a function
organi sed by the Institute of D plomacy and Foreign Rel ati ons, here.

Hun Sen, who did not give a tinmefrane as to when the senate woul d be
set up, saidin jest: "If setting up a senate is |ike opening an
entertainment club, it will take us about five hours."

He said Asean's insistence that Canbodi a shoul d establish a senate
before joining the exclusive regional club mght be seen by certai n people
as interference in other country's affairs.

The principal of non-interference was the very point which attracted
Canbodia to Asean in the first place, he said.

At | ast Decenber's Asean sunmit in Hanoi, Asean | eaders agreed in
principle to admt Canbodia as the grouping' s 10th nenber subject to the
country neeting the requirenents.

They instructed their foreign mnisters to arrange a speci al adm ssion
cerenmony for Canmbodia at an appropriate time in the near future and al so
deci ded that the proposed cerenpny be held also in the Vietnanese capital

Sone Asean nenbers insisted that Canmbodia would have to fulfil the
requisites for a new coalition governnent, including the establishnent of a
senate, before it join Asean

Hun Sen, who became prinme mnister in Novenber |ast year, described his
visit to Malaysia as "very inportant”.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had been payi ng
great attention to Canmbodia and that Ml aysia's support for his country had
a high political value

Earlier in his speech, Hun Sen said devel opment and econony were the
priorities of his government and the primary aspirati on of the Canbodi an
peopl e as a whol e.

He said the defection and return to the fold of the nation by the
fornmer head of state of the Khmer Rouge regine, Khieu Sanphan, and forner
Nati onal Assenbly president, Nuon Chea, indicated that the nationa
reconciliation had reached its final stage.

During the Khmer Rouge 1975-1979 reign of terror, nore than three
m | lion Carmbodi ans died fromstarvation, forced | abour and executi on.

"This horror has cone to an end and a new era has begun i n Canbodi a.
The results of the July 1998 el ection are the products of denocracy, the
fruit born by the great efforts of the Canbodi an people with their own
wll," he said.

Hun Sen ends his three-day official visit to Ml aysia tonorrow
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