28 APR 1999
Muhyi ddi n- For mul a
FORMULA ONE ASPI RANT YOONG GETS RML50, 000 FROM GOVERNVMVENT

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernama) -- In a nove to | aunch Mal aysi an
drivers into Forrmula One racing, the government has taken the | ead by
granting RML50,000 to F-1 aspirant Al exander Yoong.

Yout h and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said today it was a
token sumfromthe governnment in appreciation of Yong and his famly's
effort to conpete in the Fornul a One.

"Its costs millions of ringgit to take part in Forrmula One. W want to
see our drivers in Fornmula One but we can't take the lead role as we can't
afford it," he told reporters after representing Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the | aunch of The Prine Mnister's Cup | ndy 40
Enduro Langkawi 1999, here.

Muhyi ddi n said Yoong, who is currently participating in the Fornul a
Three race in Britain. was doing everything on his owmn and it was tine for
t he government and the private sector to help himin his quest to becone
the first Malaysian in the Formula One.

The nminister said he woul d di scuss with Yoong and his father soon to
find out what was needed to pursue his dreamand to work out a plan.

"W want to see how nmuch it costs and what type of assistance he needs.
At the nonent, he is going around | ooking for sponsors on his own and we
will try our best to do sonething.

Muhyi ddi n said Yoong was doing well in the Forrmula Three and it woul d
be not | ong before he achieved his dream of conpeting in Fornmul a One.

He said the mnistry would hel p in devel opi ng notor sports but big
corporations |like Petronas, which is currently sponsoring the Red Bul
Sauber Petronas Fornula One team could take over once a driver got to the
t op.

On the go-kart chanpi onshi p which of fers RMLOO, 000 in prize noney and
is schedul ed for Aug 14-15, Mihyiddin said 160 riders from40 teans were
expected to conpete.

Among the countries expected to take part in the RML million neet are
Hol | and, Italy, Germany, France, England, Thailand and Ml aysi a.
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