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Fortnightly reports on projects (HL)

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - In ensuring speedy conpl etion of Government
projects ranging fromrural roads and bridges to | ow cost houses, State
Governnents, ministries and agencies are now required to submt
fortnightly progress reports.

They are to be handed over to the Inplenmentati on and Co-ordination Unit
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today this
new requi rement woul d give the Government up-to-date data on project
i mpl enent ati on.

"These projects are neant for the people and we don't want any
unnecessary del ays or bureaucratic hassle," he told reporters after
| aunchi ng Putra Permai Townshi p's i nformation technol ogy centre and hone
page in Seri Kenmbangan here.

He said the Nati onal Econonic Action Council, too, would nonitor the
progress rate.

He added that the NEAC chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad has the capacity to scrutinise the fortnightly progress reports as
it meets daily.

Abdul | ah had sai d in January that the Governnment want ed devel opnent
projects meant to i nprove livelihood of the people to be inplenented
wi t hout delay and that a commttee headed by hi mhad been formed for the
pur pose.

On housi ng, he said the NEAC deci ded today that the buil ding of | ow and
nmedi um cost hones shoul d be further epedited.

I n his speech, Abdull ah sai d the Governnent had al | ocat ed an additi onal
RVBOO million for public | owcost housing, which highlighted the continued
enphasis on the well-being of the poor and | owi ncone earners.

He said 35,000 units of |owcost homes would be built as part of a
squatter rel ocation programe and 15, 000 nore for the hardcore poor in
rural areas.

Overall, 90,032 units or 45 per cent of the targeted nunber of | ow cost
houses have been conpl eted with the public sector contributing 26,774
units.

He said with the establishnent of the Syari kat Perunmahan Negara Ber had
(SPNB) in 1997 with a RMR2-billion revolving capital, nmore houses costing
RML50, 000 and bel ow woul d be built.

As at | ast Cctober, SPNB had approved RW33 million in bridging |oans to
bui I d 50, 725 units of homes of which 13,644 units were | ow cost, 13,482
uni ts medi um |l ow and 35,599 units nediumcost, he added.

As for Putra Pernmai, it offers 1,500 units of | ow and nmedi umcost houses
which wi || be conpl eted 10 nont hs ahead of schedul e.

Abdul | ah alluded to the sal e of 90 per cent of the honmes so far, saying
this was a sign that the econony was recoveri ng.

"The peopl e retain the purchasi ng power although we have been hit by an
economic crisis for almost two years," he said.

At the sanme tine, banks are still unable to fund housing projects while
t he devel opers have the capability to conplete themahead of schedul e,
Abdul | ah added.

Last Saturday, First Finance M nister Tun Dai mZai nuddi n had hit out at
i rresponsi bl e housi ng devel opers who | ook to quick profit gains instead of
improving the quality of life.



"l hope Mal aysi ans wake up and be vocal about irresponsible housing
devel opers, " Dai msaid.

Dai m added t hat housi ng devel opers shoul d not shirk fromtheir
responsibility to the people. "Consuners shoul d boycott devel opers who
cheat and those who cheat shoul d be puni shed, " he added.

In | poh, Abdull ah call ed on Government departnents and statutory bodies
to make pronpt payments to contractors who have conpl eted their jobs.

He said these contactors needed t he noney as they had ot her obligations
to fulfil.

"Paynents nust be made as soon as possible after the work have been
completed. If not, there will be specul ati on why cheques were not issued
when there are allocations,” he told reporters after a 45-m nute neeting
with State, Federal and statutory departnent heads at the State Operations
Roomi n Bangunan Perak this evening.

Al so present was Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib.

Abdul | ah sai d such accusati ons woul d be bad for the i nage of the
of fi cers concerned and t he Governnent.

( END)



	Fortnightly reports on projects (HL) (NST 30/04/1999)

