08/ 12/ 1999

Four new faces in Malacca |ine-up

MALACCA, Tues. - Three Umo division | eaders and a State MCA | eader are
expected to be sworn in as State executive councillors at |Istana Ml aka
t onor r ow nor ni ng.

The four - Datuk Amid Nordin (Kota Mel aka Umo chief), Datuk Handin
Abdol | ah (Sel andar Umo chi ef), Dat uk Abdul Azis Ghani (Jasin Umo deputy
chief) and Datuk Seah Kwi Tong (State MCA treasurer) - will take their
oath of office together with four other State exco nmenbers who have been
retained.

They will be sworn in before the State Yang di Pertua, Tun Syed Ahmad
Shahabuddi n, at 10am

Exco nmenbers who have been retai ned are Dat uk Ahrmad Hanzah, Datuk M' nmin
Abdul Azi z, Datuk Poh Ah Tiam and Dat uk | brahi m Durum

Seah, a third-termState Assenbl yman, will replace Datuk Wra Gan Boon
Leong.

The latter had declined an offer to be re-appointed as executive
counci |l |l or.

Gan, who cited health probl ens as anong the reasons for declining the
of fer, however will remain as State party chief.

It is believed that MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik had
endorsed Seah as Gan's repl acenent.

Meanwhi | e, Chief M nister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamtoday had an
audi ence with Syed Ahnmad Shahabuddin with regard to the exco |ine-up at
I stana Mel aka at 1lam

Later, talking to reporters, he said Syed Ahmad had gi ven hi s bl essi ng
to the Iine-up.

Mohd Ali al so said Bari san Nasi onal president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad had endorsed t he names yest erday.

He however declined to nane them saying that their nanes would only be
reveal ed during the cerenony.

Sources said Mohd Ali, who is al so State Barisan Nasi onal chairnan,
pi cked the four newfaces due to their vast contributions and political
experi ences.
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