27/ 10/ 1999

Frayed tenpers, nane-calling mark proceedi ngs

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Tense nonents and intermittent flared tenpers
hi ghl i ghted t he sodony trial of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin the H gh Court
t oday when threats and name-calling were resorted to

Proceedi ngs began i n a tense manner when Anwar's counsel Karpal Singh
drewthe attention of judge Datuk Arifin Jaka to The Sun's front page
story entitled "Karpal Under Fire".

Kar pal Singh said the report which quoted Umo executive secretary
Tengku Dat uk Adnan Tengku Mansor as sayi ng that he was an "unet hi ca
| awyer and kurang ajar" was a blatant attack on himas an officer of the
court.

Counsel urged Arifin to do sonething about it and not all ow such serious
all egations to be made agai nst any officer of the court.

Arifin said the statenent was made in a political forumand there was
not hi ng he could do but if Karpal Singh felt strongly about it he could
take the necessary action.

This | ed to heated exchange between Arifin and Karpal Singh who said
that the judge "does not understand" contenpt of court.

It angered the judge who war ned Karpal Singh not to pass adverse renmarks
agai nst the Bench as he would not hesitate to initiate contenpt
proceedi ngs agai nst him

Karpal: Alawer is to be cited for contenpt for pointing out an act of
cont enpt !

Arifin: | do not want to take action (on the report) because it was a
political forum

Karpal : Whatever is the platform this is an attack agai nst ny conduct
as a | awyer!

Thi s epi sode was foll owed by another flare-up when Gobi nd Si ngh Deo,
counsel for co-accused Suknma Dar mawan Sasmitaat Madja, inquired about the
subpoena agai nst Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohammad.

He wanted to find out why it had not yet been served although it was
i ssued | ast week.

Arifin: Don't ask the court why! You should ask the police!

Gobi nd Si ngh said Umo politicians were naking statenents about the
subpoena and the Prine Mnister had al so said that he was willing to cone
to court.

Arifin said he was not concerned with such statements.

Gobind: Pl ease look into it.

Arifin: It is not the duty of the court to | ook into such things... why
don't you ask the police.

Gobi nd Singh said the defence did not want to be faulted if Dr Mahathir
failed to appear on Thursday as fixed by the court.

Arifin said the court fixed the date on the defence application

Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah said there was no way the Prine
M nister could testify on Thursday since the evidence of Anwar and Sukma
was yet to be conpleted

He said arrangenents woul d be nade for the Prine Mnister to be in court
when necessary as there was no point in asking the Prime Mnister to be on
standby in the court in the neantine.

Moht ar al so said he woul d apply to set aside the subpoena since it was
i ssued follow ng an application by Sukma who had nothing to do with the
Prime Mnister.



Thi s angered Gobi nd Si ngh who said the Prinme M nister had said that he
woul d conme to court and "who is the Attorney-General” to apply to set
asi de t he subpoena whi ch was i ssued to a defence w tness.

Moht ar sai d he had every right to apply to set asi de the subpoena and
this led to a heated exchange between the A-G and Gobi nd Si ngh, pronpting
Arifinto tell themto stop.

Arifin: | do not expect counsel to behave like this... | don't know
where all this is | eading to!

Anot her heat ed exchange occurred when Anwar was gi vi ng evi dence on a
letter witten by Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Megat
Junid Megat Ayob to the Prinme Mnister in 1994,

The letter nmentioned the A-G s purported role in a deal to resolve a
corruption al l egationinvolvingInternational Trade and I ndustry M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Gobi nd Singh said the A-G should have | eft the court |ike what Anwar's
counsel Karpal Singh did when his name was earlier inplicated by the
al | eged sodony victi mAzi zan Abu Bakar.

The A-G protested that Gobi nd Singh need not tell himwhen to | eave.

Moht ar sai d he had never seen the |l etter before and he did not knowthat
his nane was inplicated until it was brought up by Anwar.

This was foll owed by an i ntense exchange which | ed to nane-calling and
poi nting of fingers between Gobi nd Si ngh and Mhtar.

Arifin, who appeared frustrated with their antics, said he was
enbarrassed and advi sed themt o behave t hensel ves and adj ourned for | unch.
Later (in the afternoon), senior deputy public prosecutor Datuk Azahar
Mohaned deni ed that he had directed a derogatory remark at Gobi nd Si ngh.
Karpal Singh had raised the matter before Arifin, saying that he had

been told that such a remark had been nade.

Azahar, however, denied the allegation. He said he was nerely nunbling
sonet hi ng and Karpal Singh then replied: "Ckay ... we accept that".

After this, Gobind Singh saidif the need arose the defence woul d nake
t he necessary application for Mohtar to stay out of the current
proceedi ngs.

Moht ar was not present in court during the afternoon session.

Karpal Singh saidit would be better if Mhtar stayed out because his
nane had been menti oned by Anwar, who i s making his defence.

He sai d based on Anwar's evi dence, the A-G was becoming a materi al
W t ness.

Seni or deputy public prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail said he woul d
di scuss the matter with the defence.

Arifin said he hated t o make unnecessary rulings and told Gani to sort
it out.

( END)
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