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Wesak- Mahat hi r
FREEDOM OF WORSHI P COMVES W TH RESPONSI BI LI TY- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 28 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d tonight the governnment is comritted to guaranteei ng freedom of
wor ship for the people but this right should be acconpanied with
responsibility.

"To enabl e everyone anpong us to enjoy a peaceful life, we should be
ready to sacrifice a portion of our rights,” he said in his Wsak Day
nessage.

Dr Mahathir said the foll owers of Buddhismin Ml aysia had shown t hat
they could make this sacrifice so that everyone el se would be able to enjoy
as much freedomas possible in the long run in a nmultiracial society.

The Prime M nister praised Buddhists for their i mense contributions to
t he devel opnent and progress of Ml aysi a.

Apart fromdoing social work and running old fol ks homes, orphanages,
nmedi cal centres, schools and drug addict rehabilitation centres, they al so
played a big role in fostering religious and racial harnony anmong peopl e of
different religions and cultures, he said.

Dr Mahathir said as the followers of a religion which chose the m ddle
pat h, the Buddhi st conmunity rejected extremsmin any formand from
what ever source

"This principle is anong the factors that have nade our country
peaceful and prosperous."

The Prime M nister hoped that Buddhists would continue with their
efforts to create a just society for all Ml aysians in the new nillennium

Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali w shed al
Mal aysi ans of the Buddhist faith "Sel amat Menyanbut Hari Wesak"
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