29/ 05/ 1999

Freedomof worship cones with responsibility (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Governnent is committed to guaranteeing freedom
of worship for the people but this right should come with responsibility,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad said tonight.

"To enabl e everyone of us to enjoy a peaceful |life, we should be
prepared to sacrifice some of our rights. The Mal aysi an soci ety was built
on t he phil osophy of sharing and of conprom se,” he said in his Wsak Day
nmessage

Wesak Day wi Il be cel ebrated by Buddhi sts tonorrow.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Buddhists in Mal aysi a had shown they were prepared to
make this sacrifice so that everyone coul d enjoy as nuch freedomas
possible in a multiracial society inthe |long run.

He sai d Buddhi sts had nade great contributions to the country's
devel opnent .

Besi des carryi ng out social work such as running old fol ks hones,
or phanages, nedi cal centres, schools and rehabilitation centres for drug
addi cts, he said they have al so played a major role in fostering religious
and racial harnony in Malaysia's nulti-cultural and multi-religious
soci ety.

As followers of a religion which chose the nmiddle path, Dr Mahathir said
t he Buddhi st community also rejected extremsmin all fornms and from
what ever source

"This principle is one of the factors that have enabl ed the country to
be peaceful and prosperous.”

Dr Mahat hir hoped Buddhi sts woul d continue with their efforts to nurture
a just society for all Ml aysians in the new millennium

The Prime M nister wi shed all Buddhi sts a "Happy Wsak Day."

Wesak marks the triple anniversary of the Buddha' s birth, enlightennent
and death. The cel ebrati ons begin on the eve, today, with the Iighting of
lamps in the tenples. At the Mahindarana tenple i n Penang, devotees
started lighting 2,543 | otus candl es to cormemmor ate the birth of Buddha
just as many years ago.

Tonorrow, devotees will nake a beeline for tenples for day-Iong
celebrations starting with the norning prayers. Many tenples will also
feed t he poor and people fromol d fol ks honmes, and use the opportunity to
hol d bl ood donati ons and accept pl edges for organs.

I n Kual a Lunpur, anmong the highlights will be a candl e |ight procession
fromthe Buddhi st Maha Vihara tenple in Brickfields to the city centre and
back, followed by an open-air special blessing service.

( END)
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