27/ 08/ 1999
Froma bureaucrat to a gentl eman farner

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The nation's top farnmer award may not bring
celebrity status, but the story of Abdul Manaf Sul ong, 50, will excite
many.

Named the 1999 Pel adang Jaya (mal e category) today, Manaf represents the
nodern breed of farnmers who see fortune in farm ng.

A PTD or admi nistrative and di pl omatic service officer until three years
ago, Manaf has i nvested RVb0O, 000 i n agricul tural projects in Pahang, is a
contract poultry farmer under Ayamas Food Corporation Bhd, hires 35
wor kers, and runs a mni - market.

He is al so into aquacul ture and sheep farm ng and has a coconut
pl antation and a durian orchard

"And, Kentucky Fried Chicken has offered me a RvMb00, 000 | oan which will
doubl e my poul try out put fromthe present 50, 000 chi ckens per cycl e of 37
days, " Manaf told reporters after receiving the award which carries a cash
prize of RM2,000 fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

This was at the 1999 national -l evel Farmers, Fi shernen and Li vestock
Rear ers Day cel ebration and openi ng of the Asia Agricul tural Exposition
and Convention 1999, held at StadiumPutra, Bukit Jalil.

The farnmer in Manaf devel oped early. "That's what | have al ways want ed
to be," he said. In fact, even when he was still inthe civil service, his
famly had started poultry farm ng

Manaf has a Master's in Agricul ture which he obtained while in the civi
service. His last post inthe civil service was as assi stant secretary in
the Health Mnistry

Manaf was asked by the Press | ater whet her nodern farners |i ke himcoul d
go on to beconme a millionaire. "You can work out for yourself," he said,
provi di ng some nunbers

In Cctober |ast year, the NST featured Manaf and his poultry farmin
Pekan under the headi ng of "Abdul Manaf has a rewarding |ife out of
service too". He was in the civil service for 28 years.

The other winners are simlarly enterprising. The top femal e farner,
Rohayah Ali, 43, fromMerlimu, Ml acca, went into full-tine farmng after
t he deat h of her husband | ast year. Now she has a 11. 6ha orchard whi ch she
runs with seven workers.

She sel |l s her produce at the pasar mal am She al so sells sugarcane j ui ce
earni ng added val ue out of her sugarcane plantation

The ot her winners are the Rengit Area Farmers Associationin the top
farmers' organi sation category; KulimHilir Farmers' Unit in Kel antan
(Farmers' Unit); Kuantan Fi shermen's Associ ation; Mat Hassan Mat Daud (top
fisherman); Zahki Mhamad (entrepreneurship in the fishing industry);
Azman Ariffin (entrepreneurshipinlivestock industry); and Ladang
Kel ompok Parit Haji Taib (cluster's category).

Fittingly, the Prime Mnister in his speech, spoke of the need for
commercial farmng

He said food estates should be established in the vicinity of the
smal l er farms so that they could benefit fromsuch a venture.

I ncreasing food production and farmyield woul d be a boon towards
i mproving the econonmy in terns of reducing the food i nport bill and
checking inflationary trends, he said.

The Prine M nister said the farmers and fi shernen nmust not renai n poor.

He added that universities should introduce degree courses in farm



managenent ot her than rubber and oil palm
(END)
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