13/ 08/ 1999

Full recovery only if foreigners not allowed to interfere

SEREMBAN, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said tonight that if the
peopl e want to see a full recovery of the econony they nust not all ow
foreigners to interfere in the country's affairs.

The Prine M nister said the people could do this by voting in the
Bari san Nasi onal in the com ng general el ection.

He said if they gave the mandate to Opposition parties |ike Pas, they
woul d be opening the country to interference by outsiders.

He sai d Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor had al ready stated the party was
in favour of the International Mnetary Fund.

He said the BN woul d i npl enent policies that would help to revive the
econony further.

He believed that the people were nore confident of their own
capabilities and woul d not be easily influenced or allowthensel ves to be
easily col oni sed.

"I believe the people will vote in the (BN) Governnent to bring about a
strong econony," said Dr Mahathir at a di nner attended by about 25, 000
peopl e at the Negri Senbil an padang.

The di nner has been regi stered as the biggest held in the country by the
Mal aysi a Book of Records.

Dr Mahat hir said the people should realise that the Opposition did not
have the capability to run the country.

"Even before they could rule, formthe governnment, they have started to
tell lies, distorted facts on religion and sought the support of
foreigners.”

"Therefore, the people should give the mandate to the BN so t hat
together we can continue to devel op the country and achi eve the desired
goal s," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d forei gners were hel pi ng t he Opposition not because t hey
i ked thembut because t hey were unhappy with t he Gover nment whi ch di d not
give in to their demands.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president and BN chairman, said it was the
responsi bility of the people and the Government to tackle the country's
affairs wi thout all owi ng outside interference.

( END)
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