10/ 03/ 1999
Fun for "~ Fast Eddie'

Radzi Sapi ee
AUSTRALI AN Grand Pri x chanpi on Eddi e I rvi ne yest erday descri bed t he new y-
built Sepang F1 Circuit as a challenging but fun circuit which could
stretch F1 drivers' skills to their limts.

Irvine, who went for an afternoon spin on the 5.542kmcircuit in an
open-top Ferrari F50, said the track was very safe and its overall feel
was “mediumfast', simlar to the Austrian A-1 Ring circuit in Europe.

"It is very good and fun to drive on. However, | can't say howit
conpares to other F1 tracks as | have only tested it with a sports car.
VWait until | try it with an F1 car," the Irishnman said at the KLI A Pan

Pacific Hotel in Sepang.

I rvine, who scored his naiden G°P win in Ml bourne | ast Sunday, was in
Mal aysi a wi th Scuderia Ferrari Marl boro t eamnanager Stefano Doneni cal i
and Press officer Caudio Berro to check out the circuit before attendi ng
the official launch by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | ast
ni ght.

As Ferrari's No 2 driver to M chael Schumacher, Irvine will be anong the
F1 drivers scheduled to race in the penultimte | eg of the FI A Formula One
Wor | d Chanpi onshi p in Cctober, the first ever to be staged i n Mal aysi a.

Irvine was i npressed with the way the circuit is built and found the
corners particularly chall enging, especially the 180-degree turns.

However, a | ocal reporter who acconpani ed hi mon a spin around the track
sai d Irvine appeared unfazed at all, smling all the way, at tinmes asking
himif he wanted to go any faster w thout bothering to | ook at the
speedonet er.

This he did while negotiating the 180-degree turn at the east-end of the
grandstand at a speed in excess of 200kmh, claimed the reporter.

He noted that Irvine took the whole 5kmlap in one minute 37 seconds,
accel erating to a speed of 280knmh at the grandstand where the track is
straight for up to one-kilometre.

At Ferrari, Schumacher is the recogni sed teaml eader and Irvi ne nust
obey orders to support himand help his title charge.

Last year, Irvine said he |l et Schumacher pass himfive tines to win
races during the season but that policy could change if Irvine finds
hinmself in a better position this year.
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