17 JUL 1999
Sany- Vot ers
FUND | SSUE WLL NOT SPLIT I NDI AN VOTES

KUALA LUMPUR, July 17 (Bernama) -- The South Indian Labour Fund issue
will not split the Indian votes in the com ng general election, MC
president Datuk Seri S Samy Vel lu said today.

"1 know the Indian voters and |I al so know about those doing this
m schief,” he told reporters when asked to conment on the effect of the
i ssue on the feelings of the Indian comunity.

Sany, who is Wrks Mnister, said the Indian comunity in general knew
that the governnment's nove to repeal the fund was beneficial to it.

"I have never betrayed the Indian Conmunity throughout my 20 years in
t he Cabinet and 26 years in Parliament," he said after opening a semni nar
for MCinformation officers here.

The Dewan Rakyat on Tuesday passed the Bill to repeal the 41-year-old
fund am d protests fromcertain groups that the Indian comunity m ght | ose
out.

On the refusal by sone Indian-based NGOs to neet hi mover the issue,
Sany said the Mal aysi an Youth Bell Cub president RRM Krishnan and the
organi sati ons were being msled by the Qpposition.

He accused the Opposition of instigating the Indians to serve its own
ends.

"You tak hadir you punya pasal lah...if you are not present it is your
business....if they (the organisations) want to join the opposition, well
go ahead," he said.

However, Krishnan was reported as saying that the 16 NGOs wanted to
nmeet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad and had no wi sh to neet
Sany because they clai med he was not serious about the matter.

Earlier opening the one-day sem nar, Sany said the nove to repeal the
Fund was bei ng mani pul ated by the Opposition.

He said the main task of the information officers was to explain the
M C s policies and programmes to the people and to counter the opposition
cl ai ms.
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