21/ 03/ 1999

Fund to help JE victinms (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - An MCA-initiated Japanese Encephalitis Humanitarian
Fund was | aunched today with initial pledges of RM20, 000 as efforts to
contain the outbreak continued with the shooting of pigs in Negri Senbilan
t oday.

Launchi ng the fund here, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
urged all Mal aysians to support it while the Governnent focused its
attention on containing the spread.

Those who wi sh to contribute can do so by sendi ng cash or cheques to
newspaper offices. Cheques shoul d be nade out in the nane of the fund.

At a separate function, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
sai d funds to conpensate pi g breeders affected by the out break woul d be
rai sed through the stagi ng of special lottery draws.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after handi ng over keys to buyers of
Taman Bunga Raya | ow cost housi ng project at Bukit Beruntung, about 50km
fromhere, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had done its best to contain
the virus.

"W have cull ed the pigs, fogged the areas to rid themof nobsquitoes,
rel ocated the af fected resi dents, and conduct ed vacci nati on canpai gn for
t he peopl e and ani nal s, " he sai d, addi ng that the Governnent had al | ocat ed
RVA9 nillion for the crisis.

He said the affected parties must extend their co-operation, |ike giving
perm ssion to destroy the infected pigs.
"I'f it is necessary to kill the aninmals, the owners nust give the

perm ssion. If not, the virus would spread."”

G ving additional details of the lottery draw, Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d i n Mal acca that Fi nance M ni ster Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n had cone up with the idea in their discussions.

The lottery draw woul d al so hel p ease financial constraints faced by the
authorities in discharging their duties as on-going efforts such as
killing of pigs and vaccinations of high-risk groups required a
substanti al sumof noney and wor kforce, he said.

Meanwhi | e, shooting of nore than 300,000 pigs in three high-risk areas
in Negri Senbilan, which was supposed to start this norning, was del ayed
due to the shortage of excavators needed for the exercise.

The probl emwas further conmpounded by unco-operative conpani es and
devel opers which i nposed exorbitant fees to | ease them out.

There were only 27 excavators in the norning when a total of 140 were
needed to renove t he carcasses, dig hol es and bury themin Kanpung Sawah,
Kampung Bukit Pel anduk and Kampung Baru Sungei Ni pah.

But quick intervention by Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd |sa
Abdul Sarmed and St ate Executive Councillor and Lukut State Assenbl ynan
Dat uk Dr Yeow Chai Thi amsaw anot her 35 excavators avail abl e.

Isa said the State Governnment would do its best to get other conpanies
to provide the required machi nery by Monday.

Cabi net task force chai rman and Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng,
speaki ng at a Press conference at the police headquarters in Port Di ckson
said the culling exercise, involving 2,420 peopl e fromsi x agenci es
i ncl uding 706 sol diers and 130 policenen, started at 1llam

The areas were cordoned off to prevent stray bullets fromhitting
anyone.

The af fected resi dents were evacuated to the Kanpung Chuah conmunity



hal | and Sekol ah Menengah Taman Merah Site C at 8am by the arny, police
and vol unteers fromthe Cvil Defence Departnent.

Chua said they woul d be given tenporary shelter and food until the
exerci se had been conpl eted

More than 5,000 residents in the three villages were affected in the
evacuation exerci se with 5,000 ot hers al ready havi ng noved out on their
own over the [ast two weeks.

Chua said two helicopters fromthe Fire and Rescue Departnent woul d
carry out aerial fogging.

The death toll in the three villages as of 1lpmyesterday was 34 since
the outbreak | ast nmonth while 102 others were adnmitted i nto various
hospitals.

In Singapore, the Governnent has suspended the entry of horses from
Mal aysia for fear they can transmt encephalitis. Yesterday, it banned the
entry of Ml aysian pigs for simlar reasons.
It has al so been reported that 24 horses which raced | ast weekend in
| poh, were not allowed to returnto the republic as a precautionary
nmeasure.
( END)
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