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Ni chol as Moreno

WHEN | was appoi nted t he anbassador to Mal aysia in January 1995, | took up
the task with great commi t nent and anti ci pati on. The chal | enge of becom ng
the first Uruguayan diplomat to set foot in this country - and the region
- was in fact something which | had | ooked forward to.

So much has been achi eved ever since. Relations between our two

countries have i nproved tremendously to the extent that many Uruguayans
and Mal aysi ans have found a hone in each other's |and.

I amno exception. After being here for alnost five years, and with ny
termcom ng to an end, the thought of |eaving Mal aysia i s unbearabl e.
There is too much to treasure - good friends, a good |life, and of course,
all those fond nenories about this country.

Ever since our two nations established di plomatic ties in 1987, and the
setting up of the Uruguay Enbassy in Kual a Lunpur in Decenber 1994,

rel ati ons have been at its best.

Mal aysia i s perhaps one of the best countries | have ever been to. The
Governnent i s benevol ent, and so are its people.

Many Uruguayans | earnt about Ml aysia through its success -

econom cally, socially and politically. And | amnost fortunate to be

gi ven the chance to serve ny country here, right in the place where many
di pl omat s had wanted to be.

Mal aysia's ebullient society is attributable to Prinme M nister Datuk

Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who is the right vision of a statesman. His flair
i n managi ng the country's econony under various circunstances is the envy
of many devel opi ng nati ons.

Uruguay has seen how Dr Mahat hir nade i nroads into the Latin Anerican
continent by neans of his South-South approach. Ever since our two
countries established diplomatic ties in 1987, Dr Mahat hir has paved the
way to cement better ties, not only with Uruguay but also with other Latin
Areri can countri es.

The visits to Uruguay by the then Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Jaafar in
Sept enber 1995, foll owed by Dr Mahathir's visit two nonths | ater were the
breakt hrough in our bilateral ties. Mnister of International Trade and

I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz has al so played an i nstrunental role in
pronoting our bilateral trades.

And | do believe that nany Mal aysi ans still remenber the visit by
President Dr Julio Maria Sanguinetti to Kuala Lunmpur in July 1996 which
opened nmore doors to our partnership.

Apart fromthe signing of various cooperation agreenents, both countries
are al so engaged i n bringing closer the devel opi ng groups of Asean and
Mercusor to work nmore cohesively.

The Mer cusor grouping, with a conbi ned gross donestic product of US$1. 2
mllion (US$1 = RMB. 80) has huge potential for investors. Benefits becane
great er when Mercusor signed a framework agreenent wit h t he Eur opean Uni on
to set up a free trade zone between the two regions.

Apart frombuil di ng regi onal econom c cooperation, Ml aysi a and Uruguay
have seen trade rel ati ons expandi ng. Al though the volune is still small, |
bel i eve much nore can be done to enhance it.

Uruguay which is rapidly devel opi ng, invites Ml aysi an conpanies to
participate inits many projects, including housing, tourismand ot her

i ndustries.

We see Mal aysi a as an i nportant partner. Mal aysi a' s econoni ¢ achi evenent



has been | ooked upon as a nodel for the devel opi ng world. No doubt that
t he econoni ¢ downturn in Asia has very much affected Mal aysi a and Uruguay,
Dr Mahathir's Governnent has been quite prudent in steering Mal aysi a out
of a prol onged econom ¢ conplications.
Mal aysi an products are no strangers in Uruguay. And here, Uruguayan
| eat her products and processed food are making it big. Mal aysia Airlines
has al so i ntroduced a service to Uruguay via South Afri ca.
Bef ore the Enbassy is established in late 1994, nany Mal aysi ans had
known Uruguay by its nane - its football supremacy, and perhaps the news
about the Uruguay Round of the General Agreenent on Trade and Tariffs
(GATT).
However, our presence in this country has hel ped to gi ve Mal aysi ans a
wi der perception of our country, and on the converse has al so hel ped the
peopl e in U uguay to know nore about this wonderful country.
It isinthis aspect that Uruguay feels the need to bring our
cooperation to a greater height.
| amglad that with the i ncreasing rapport with South countries, Uruguay
has figured highly as an option for Ml aysi an busi nessnen wi shing to
venture into Latin Anerica.
Uruguay woul d | i ke to see Mal aysi an exporters who are eyeing the Latin
Anerica nmarket to make use of our infrastructure and facilities.
As a nenber of the Mercusor (which includes Brazil, Paraguay and
Argentina), Uruguay has the advantage in trade with the rest of the Latin
Arreri can countri es.
Qur two countries, situated in the two nost dynam ¢ econoni c regi ons of
the world, could achi eve nore fromour econonic devel opnent. There are
many areas such as trade, i nvestnent and tourism where our two countries
can benefit by cooperating and sharing each ot her's experiences, utilising
each ot her' s technol ogi cal advant ages as wel | as exchangi ng speci al i sed
skills.
Whil e Uruguay' s strategic location in the heart of Mercosur makes it an
excel | ent gateway for Mal aysia's participationinthe enlarged regional
mar ket of Latin America, Malaysiais in the best positionto act as the
distribution centre for Uruguay's products in this region.
However, there is still potential for growth in our two-way trades as it
iscurrently confinedto alimnmtedrange of products conpri sing natural
rubber and its products, sound recorders, radio-broadcast receivers and
cars.
Potenti al areas of devel opnent, especially through joint ventures,
i ncl ude manufacturing activities|likefood processing, textiles, clothing
and | eat her industries and constructionis still abundant.
There is al so potential for devel opment in the tourismrel ated sector
(hotel s and shoppi ng centres) and facilities |like |leisure boat wharfs.
| do hope that the people of the two countries would visit each ot her
nmore often as this would bind themstronger. Efforts, too, nmust be taken
to inprove relati ons between t he busi ness comunity of our two nations.
As our two governnents have paved the way for the business sector to
cross-invest in Uuguay and Mal aysia, it is necessary that they take it up
with full commtment and responsibility.
After being here for alnpbst five years, | find it hard to say goodbye.
Li ving i n Mal aysi a has taught me a | ot about friendship and altruism -
sonet hi ng that never cones easy these days.
W rmay be oceans apart but our hearts renain together. Let us pray to
God that in the years to cone, our spirit of fraternity will elevate to a
new ent ent e.
* The witer is the U uguayan Anbassador to Ml aysi a.
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