16/ 11/ 1999
Gaugi ng perceptions of bl ueprint

M Jeffri Razali

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace
exhi bition, schedul ed to be hel d between Nov 30 and Dec 5, will serve to
gauge i ndustry players' understandi ng of the Nati onal Aerospace Bl ueprint.

The bl ueprint, |aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
during the last Lima two years ago, is aimed at charting Mal aysia's
transition into an aerospace hub by 2015.

The Mal aysi an | ndustry-Government G oup for H gh Technol ogy (M ght),
whi ch was entrusted with the task of drawi ng up the blueprint, will use
t he bi enni al event to expand its network and exchange i deas on ways to
i npl ement the bl ueprint.

M ght chi ef executive Dr Ahned Tasir Lope Pihie said Linma '99 woul d be
important as it would serve as an arena to i npl enent the bl ueprint.

"I't will also serve as a platformfor Mght and the | ocal industry
pl ayers to identify things and areas whi ch are | acki ng, enabling us to
initiate foll owthrough actions.

"We want to use Lima '99 to i ntroduce the National Aerospace Bl ueprint
to foreign conpanies. Wth the blueprint, they will knowthat Mal aysi a has
adirectionit wants to take," he said.

In 1995 Dr Mahathir requested M ght to draw up the bl ueprint which was
ai ned at stimulating growmh of the country's aerospace i ndustry.

Ahmed Tasir said both Mght and its whol |l y-owned subsi diary,

Per khi dmat an Rundi ngan | ndustri Ml aysia Sdn Bhd (Prima), will be setting
up exhi bition booths at Lim '99.

"Fol l owi ng M ght and Prima's participationin Linma'99, we hope that we
will be able to come into contact with nore foreign producers, service
provi ders and vendors and conme up w th new nmer chandi si ng.

"We al so hope that our involvenent will open doors to several business
negoti ati ons and deal i ngs which wi Il augur well for our ai mof maki ng
Mal aysi a an aerospace hub by 2015.

"The event can al so be used as a benchmark to see how Ml aysi an
conpani es are faring in conparison to the foreign giants and to see how
far we are | aggi ng behind," he added.

During Lima '99, Mght is al so expected to come out withits directories
for aerospace and conposite technol ogy.

The directories, which will highlight the country's aerospace and
conposite players, are expected to be | aunched by Dr Mahathir.
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