14 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
GENERAL ELECTI ON BEFORE APRI L ?

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 14 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i ndi cated today that the general election my be held
before April next year, w thout el aborating.

Yesterday, in Shah Alam he dispelled speculation that the genera
election will be held next nonth.

"It will be held before April 2000, sone tine before that," he said
respondi ng to questions at a press conference here at the end of his
two-day visit to Sabah.

Dr Mahathir said national econom c recovery was one of the factors
bei ng considered in determ ning the general el ection date.

"It is a factor to be taken into consideration but other factors nust
al so be taken into consideration. So, | cannot tell you yet but | will
whi sper to you next time," he said.

Mal aysi a' s next general election is not due until June 2000.

Asked if he was prepared to hold the general election, the prine
mnister said: " | amalways prepared to hold el ections."

Asked about his nationw de tour fuelling speculation of an inm nent
general election, Dr Mahathir said: "The nedia are good at naking
predi cti ons.

"The newspaper people are very clever...they elimnate the days which
we cannot hol d el ections. They | ook into the weather and they come out with
very accurate predictions.”

Dr Mahathir also confirned that he woul d be nmeeting | ndonesi an
Presi dent B.J. Habi bie on May 20 on Batam I sland to di scuss bilatera
i ssues.

On Worl d Bank President Janes Wl fensohn neeting Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal (Keadilan) president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail at the
Kual a Lunpur International Airport yesterday, Dr Mahathir said: "I hope she
can resolve Wrld Bank's problens and help M Wl fensohn. I'mquite sure
she can gi ve good advice."

Wan Azizah, wife of jailed former deputy prinme mnister and finance
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim reportedly nmet Wl fensohn in what was to
have been a "hush-hush"” neeting at the airport.

Wl f ensohn arrived at the KLI A about 6pm yesterday enroute to Langkaw
to attend the Apec financiers group nmeeting begi nning today.
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