20 NOV 1999
Nom nati on- Aft er noon
GENERAL ELECTI ON MOSTLY A STRAI GHT FI GHT AFFAI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 20 (Bername) -- The Nov 29 general electionis
shaping up to be nostly a straight fight affair between the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) and the four-party opposition front after nom nations were
cl osed t oday.

The trend was obvi ous as the outconme of nomi nations poured in fromthe
various nom nation centres nati onw de.

Thi s woul d nost probably nmean fewer candidates this tine around
conpared with sonme past el ections where three and even nore candi dates were
conmonpl ace

The final tally of candi dates, however, was only expected to be known
by this evening.

Reports fromthe various centres showed that nominati ons were conduct ed
virtually incident-free and with the usual Ml aysian-style air of festivity
as candi dates went to the nomination centres acconpani ed by a crowd of
supporters carrying party banners and fl ags.

As at 2.15pm the BN, in power since the country gai ned i ndependence in
1957, won two seats uncontested -- the Betong parlianentary seat in Sarawak
and the Tangkak state seat in Johor.

In the 1995 general election, the BN won a noral e-boosting 11
parlianentary seats uncontested on nomi nation day, nine of which were in
Sar awak al one and the other two in Perak and Sel angor.

A total of 1,279 candidates contested the last polls for the 192
parlianentary and 394 state constituencies. There has been an additiona
parlianentary seat since then

O this, 427 candi dates went for parliamentary seats and 852 for state
seat s.

The 1990 el ection saw 1, 167 candi dates, 410 for parlianentary and 757
for state seats.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who is into his fifth general election
as prinme mnister and equally veteran Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, are anmong top BN | eaders involved in straight
fights.

Dr Mahathir, who is defending his Kubang Pasu stronghold i n Kedah, is
chal | enged by Subky Abdul Latif of PAS, the party's Central Conmittee
menber and col umi st of party newspaper "Harakah" who failed in two
previ ous contests in different constituencies.

Dr Mahathir, who called the el ection sone seven nonths before the
five-year termof parlianment ended, has expressed strong confidence the BN
would retain its two-thirds majority in parlianent in the polls with the
country now in a much better shape, thanks to a strong econom c recovery.

The BN is al so naking a determined bid to capture Kelantan, the only
state which the 14-party coalition failed to win in the 1995 el ecti on.

Opposition parties PAS, DAP, Parti Keadilan Nasional and Parti Rakyat
Mal aysi a appeared to have lived up to its prom se of putting up a united
front, calling itself Barisan Alternatif (Alternative Front), thus |eading
up to the straight fight situation between it and the BN i n nost
constituenci es.

In the previous elections, it was comon for the opposition parties to
cont est agai nst each ot her.

A possi bl e Nom nation Day dranma, the specul ated candi dacy of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim fizzled out when the forner deputy prine ninister and forner



Umo deputy president decided to stay out of the race.

According to his | awer, Zainur Zakaria, Anwar, who is serving a
six-year jail sentence for corruption, did not contest because he believed
he woul d be disqualified anyway.

"Anwar feels that it is not worth contesting the el ection because he
will be disqualified even if he wins,"” Zainur told reporters.

Under the Federal Constitution, a person is disqualified as a Menber of
Parliament or state legislature if convicted of an offence by the court and
sentenced to inprisonnent of not |ess than one year or to a fine of not
| ess than RMR, 000.

I nst ead, Zainur hinself filed his nomnation for the Lenbah Pant ai
constituency representing Keadil an headed by Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr
Wan Azi zah Wan | snail

The constituency in the city was the scene of many street
denonstrations held by Anwar's supporters in the past year in protest
agai nst his sacking fromthe Cabinet on all egations of sexual mi sconduct.

He is currently on trial for sodony.

Meanwhi | e, the Pernmatang Pauh parlianengary seat in Pul au Pinang, once
t he stronghol d of Anwar, will see another straight fight between Wan Azi zah
and Datuk Dr |brahimSaad of the BN

I brahim the Deputy Transport M nister, was reported in the press as
saying that it would be a tough fight for himto win the seat if Anwar,
whom he described as his "sifu" (master) at one tine, was the candi date.
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