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Mahat hi r - Budget
GENEROUS BUDGET BUT NOT TO FI SH FOR VOTES, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
the 2000 Budget to be unveiled tonorrowis good for everyone, but it is not
meant to fish for votes in the next general election

The Prime M nister described the 2000 Budget as "better than the 1999
budget” whi ch was nade | ast year when the econony was not doing well.

"The governnent expects next year's econony to show a better
performance, and therefore we can afford to be nore generous,"” he said in
an intervieww th Radi o Tel evisyen Malaysia (RTM at his office in
Putraj aya, near here, today.

He sai d the econony had done far better than the government had
expected, and for next year the government expected it to do quite well.

Dr Mahathir said the government expected nore revenue next year, and
because of this the governnent felt it should expend the noney in a way
that was nore hel pful to everyone.

When asked about the opposition allegation that next year's budget was
ainmed at winning votes for the ruling party, Dr Mahathir said the
opposi tion was known for making such cl ai ns.

"Even before this when we nade the national budget they clained that we
wanted to hold el ection, but sonetines when there was a surplus budget we
did not hold election," he said.

Asked on the opposition's shadow budget for next year that was
announced yesterday, Dr Mahathir said it was just propaganda to fish for
votes in the next general election.

"They have never drawn up budgets before...they do not know from what
sources to get nobney and how nuch can be spent.

"Even if they have experience it is fromforner governnent nenbers, and
t hese people too do not know how to manage t he econony because when we
allowed themto we faced problens,"” he said

Dr Mahathir is confident that the majority of the people would not be
i nfluenced by the opposition's nove as they could judge for thensel ves the
governnent's ability in admnistering the country, including during the
econom ¢ downt urn

Dr Mahathir expressed regret that sone nministries did not use up the
al | ocations provi ded because their failure to spend could affect the
country's econom c growt h.

"If they do not spend then this will affect the country's economc
growt h because government expenditure contributes to the incone of people
i ke contractors and consorti uns whose busi ness cannot inprove if our noney
is not spent," he said.

He said every mnistry was provided with all ocations but nobst could not
use up the noney because of |ong bureaucratic processes.

The government would renmind ministries to spend the allocations given
them because if not it would be nmeani ngl ess for the government to provide
t he all ocations, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the country's econom c recovery was apparent and rea
but to further boost the country's performance certain sectors should be
given attention

The required efforts included hol di ng buy Ml aysi an goods canpai gns,
and property ownershi p canpai gns whi ch woul d be hel d soon, he said.

He said the governnent would study all the economic indices in the
country and woul d take actions to inprove the performances in areas found



bel ow par.
Dr Mahathir also reiterated that the governnment did not spend beyond

its capacity in devel oping the new federal administrative centre in
Putraj aya.

The Prime Mnister also said the governnment did not negl ect the rural
community and woul d continue to develop the rural areas.

- - BERNAMA

ARA YBY



	GENEROUS BUDGET BUT NOT TO FISH FOR VOTES, SAYS PM (Bernama 28/10/1999)

