09 JUL 1999
Foundati on
GERAK BAKTI CAN NOW FUNCTI ON SMOOTHLY, SAYS H SHAMVUDDI N

ALOR GAJAH, July 9 (Bername) -- The Gerak Bakti Foundation, an Ummo
Yout h poverty eradication and social upliftrment outfit, can now function
snoothly with the appoi ntnent of new board nenbers, acting head of the
movenent Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussei n sai d.

"God willing, the foundation is set to get back on the right tracks,"”
he said after attending a briefing on the comi ng general election here |ast
ni ght.

On Wednesday t he foundation appoi nted H shanmuddin as its chai rman and
Zul kifli Alwi, Mkhzani Mhathir, Datuk Fatah | skandar and Abdul Aziz
Shei kh Fadzil as board nenbers.

Umo Yout h executive council menber Hasni Mhanad was nanmed foundati on
chi ef executive while Syed Hood Syed Edros and Nazri Saad, its manager and
secretary.

H shammuddi n, who is Deputy Primary Industries Mnister, also described
a nove by former Umo Youth assistant secretary Saifuddin Nasution | snai
and fornmer YBG chi ef executive Johari Abdul to block his appointnment as
cowardly.

"They (Saifuddi n dan Johari) have benefited from Umo and now t hat they
are no longer in the party they have been demandi ng for transparency and
fairness although they do not conduct thenselves that in trying to hold to
posts in the foundation," he said.

H shammuddi n said he was inclined to believe that the duo have ulterior
nmotives for refusing to budge fromtheir positions in the foundation.

He added that he was willing to resort to |l egal redress to protect the
f oundat i on.
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