16/ 12/ 1999

Gerakan, MCAties "wll inprove'

PENANG, Wed. - Certain that the current strain between the Gerakan and MCA
i n Penang woul d ease over tine, State Barisan Nasional chairman Tan Sri Dr
Koh Tsu Koon today gave his word that steps woul d be taken to mend broken

fences for the good of the State.

The Chief Mnister, who said he was "personal | y saddened” with the
departure of Penang MCA chairman Datuk Dr Sak Cheng Lumfromthe State
Governnent, thanked the former State Trade, Conmerce and Consunmer Affairs
Commi ttee chai rman for his contributions inthe previous State Executive
Counci I .

Koh told a Press conference: "I amsure it (Gerakan-MCA ties) will
i nprove and recover ... it may take sone tinme, though."

Dr Sak, Koh added, had asked not to be included in the new Exco |ine-up.

"This is a decision reached by the MCA whi ch was conveyed to ne. |
di scussed the matter with Dr Sak over the phone at mi dni ght yesterday and
we al so net on Monday and had a | ong di scussion."

Dr Sak said today that he did not want to be included in the new State
Executive Council "as a matter of principle".

"As a man of principle, and as a matter of principle, | decided not to
be included in the Exco line-up," said Dr Sak, who expressed his
di sappoi nt mrent over the BN | eadership's failure to acconmpodate the State
MCA' s request for nore responsibility and representationinthe State
Gover nnent .

But |ike Koh, Dr Sak al so said that through tinme, the strained
rel ati onship between the two BN conmponent parties would inprove.

On co-operation with Koh and Gerakan, Dr Sak said the MCAwas willing to
wor k toget her, "provided that co-operation and respect is reciprocated, as
t he MCA does not want to be taken for granted".

"As we feel this episode is over now, we have directed the two executive
councillors fromthe party (Datuk Koay Kar Huah and Dr Loh Hock Hun) to
pl ay an active rol e to ensure Penang's conti nued prosperity,” he said.

Expressing his respect and appreciation to the national BN | eadership -
especially to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and hi s deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi - for the manner in which all conmponent
parties co-operated and cane to a consensus on the formati on of the new
Exco, Koh said: "I wi sh to advise all conponent parties including Gerakan
to subscribe and adhere to the BN spirit that all matters shoul d be
settl ed t hrough proper channels.”

( END)
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