17 JAN 1999
Cer akan- Sabah
GERAKAN NOT CONTESTI NG | N SABAH ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Gerakan will not contest in the
soon-to-be hel d Sabah El ecti on, Sabah Gerakan acting chairman Tan Sri Soong
Si ew Hoong sai d today.

He said the decision was conveyed at yesterday's neeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
| eaders | ed by Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok.

The party had al so made known its decision to other BN component
parties that it would not ask for seats in the election, he told reporters
after giving a talk on "Busi ness Opportunities for Small and Medium Si ze
Industry (SM) Entrepreneurs," here.

Nevert hel ess, Gerakan woul d assist the Sabah BN in the el ection
canpaign to ensure the ruling coalition fornmed the next state governnent,
sai d Soong, who is Gerakan national treasurer.

" W will send our canpaigners to 12 constituencies identified by the
party," he said.

Ger akan, which spread its wings to Sabah two years ago, has about 3,000
nmenber s.

The BN has 43 seats in the 48-nenber State Assenbly while the main
opposition party Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) has four with the remnai ni ng one
hel d by an i ndependent.

The assenbly's current five-year termends on March 18.
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