07 DEC 1999
Keng Yai k- Li ns
GERAKAN CHI EF MEETS TWO "LIM5S" TO MEND RI FT

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- In a bid to resolve the problens in
Pul au Pi nang Gerakan, party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k has net
the two state assenbl ynen who quit the party recently.

"After meeting and tal king to both the assembl ynen, | have cone to
realise the deep differences of opinion on both sides of the Penang
Ger akan.

"There are very strong opinions on both sides but | shall do ny utnost
to reconcile the differences,” Dr Limsaid in a signed one-page statenent
i ssued here today.

The two assenbl ynen, Li mBoo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Li m Chien Aun
(Bayan Lepas), quit Gerakan | ast Thursday expressing dissatisfaction with
Pul au Pi nang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon's | eadership

The two said they woul d be i ndependent assenbl ymen under the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN).

Dr Limsaid he had also briefed Prime M nister and BN chairman Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad on the overall situation in Pulau Pinang,
especially the problens in the state Gerakan.

He thanked Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi for
his efforts of reconciliation.

Yest erday, Abdullah advi sed Gerakan | eaders to readnit the two Lins
wi t hout inposing any conditions.

Abdul  ah told a news conference in Pul au Pinang that he believed
Gerakan | eaders woul d be able to accept themafter they had stated their
i ntention to cooperate.

At the sane news conference, Dr Koh, who is Pul au Pinang Gerakan chi ef,
said the party was willing to readnmt themwi thout inposing any conditions.

Dr Limsaid since the appointnment of Dr Koh as chief mnister had been
made by the prinme minister and all sides had said they supported Dr

Mahathir's | eadership, "I think that this is the nost opportune tine for a
reconciliation.”
"As there is willingness for a reconciliation, | welcone efforts nade

and shall try ny best to resolve (the problens) and to put both sides at
ease with each other," he said.

He called on all parties to stop issuing statenments on the matter in
order "to allow us to cone together and put back Gerakan on its footing of
serving the peopl e of Penang."

"We should imredi ately start working for the people as expectations are
hi gh after the huge support fromthe people of Penang," he added.
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