06 MAR 1999
Cer akan- Conf er ene
GERAKAN NATI ONAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD I N JULY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 6 (Bernama) -- A total of 1,600 delegates will be
attendi ng the CGerakan national del egates conference in July, party
president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today.

"This is election year for the state and national |evel |eaders...the
conference will elect the party's central comittee nenbers,” he told
reporters after a nonthly neeting of top party officials here.

He said the state |iaison commttees would be hol ding nmeetings to fix
el ection dates for state del egates begi nni ng next nonth.

"I hope the elections will be ready by May. Al 12 states will be
el ecting state del egates except for Johor and Sel angor," he said.

Dr Limsaid state level elections in the two states had been suspended
for party "re-organi sati on purposes" follow ng infighting between factions
| ast year during branch and divisional elections.

He said elections in these two states would be held at a later date to
be deci ded by the central comittee.

State |l eaders elected in the 1996 el ections woul d be representing these
two states at the two-day del egates conference begi nning July 24, he said.

Wth two state assenbly seats in Johor and three state assenbly seats
in Sel angor, he said, the two states were inportant for Gerakan to ensure
that the party nmachi nery were geared and focused towards the next Genera
El ecti on.

The party's national del egates conference, schedul ed to be opened by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who is BN chairman, will see
del egates fromthe branche, division and state | evels.
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