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Abdul | ah- Budget
2000 BUDGET FAR- S| GHTED, SAYD ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has descri bed the 2000 Budget as far-sighted as it
continues with recovery efforts besides further expanding the econony to
take the nation to greater heights.

He said it al so showed that the government woul d take steps to assi st
all levels of society including those in the |ower income group when it
could afford to do so

"Through this Budget, it is hoped that there is a realisation that when
we can afford to do sonmething for the good of any groups in the society in
terns of their economc position, we will do it.

"When in a crisis, we cannot do it,"” he told reporters after the
tabling of the 2000 Budget by First Finance Mnister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin in
t he Dewan Rakyat, here, today.

He said that the nmove by the government to give bonus and to increase
the salaries of civil servants was in recognition of their contributions.

"We admit that if not for the dedication of government officers and
staff, we will not be able to achi eve econonic recovery as we have now," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah said: "If we were to look at it objectively by not allow ng
ourselves to be influenced by the el ection-canpaign situation, the Budget
is actually forward-1ooking, to continue with econom c recovery and to
further expand the nation's economny to achi eve hi gher growh"

He said that it was not the intention of the governnent to give bonus
and increase the salaries of its enployees to stop them from opposing the
gover nnent .

"The question of giving bonus to them..it is not a question of us
trying to shut the nouths of those opposing us. Not that...this is granted
as a recognition for them" he said.

Abdul | ah sai d that governnent officers should not be seen as those
opposi ng the governnment because it was a fact that only a few of them
adopt ed such an attitude.

"As we are not used to hearing governnment officers opposing the
government, the voices of opposition really draw our attention. The sanme
for the education sector...not all lecturers and students are opposing us,"
he said.

The deputy prine nminister said that efforts to revive the econony were
successfully inplenmented as the government officers were confident of the
capability and the comm tnent of the Barisan Nasional (BN) under the
| eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i n overcom ng
probl enms faced by the country.

He said that the governnent's efforts to reactivate the nation's
econony were al so hel ped with the absence of strikes or pressure by
Cuepacs.

"If it is said that all governnent officers are opposing the
government, they will stage strikes, they will create chaos...we wll be
deeper in crisis and problem" he said.

"Cuepacs can stage strikes if they want to...but they did not resort to
it. This shows that there are many who are still in support, still |oyal
and still able to serve well," he said.

Commenting on the governnent's efforts to assist those in the
| ower-i ncone group, he said that through the 2000 Budget, they woul d, anong



ot her things, be provided opportunities to venture into small businesses.

He said that the governnent al so placed enphasis on | ow cost housing,
education and pronoting the agricultural sector

He hoped that farmers would nake full benefit of all the assistance
provided in the 2000 Budget.

Abdul | ah al so expressed confidence that the nation's econony woul d grow
as planned and achi eve full recovery through the various plans drawn up by
t he governnent.
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