13 SEP 1999
Abu Bakar - Ti nor
CGET READY FOR EAST Tl MOR DEPLOYMENT, ARMED FORCES TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 13 (Bernamm) -- The arned forces has been asked to
be prepared for the peacekeeping duties in strife-torn East Tinor, Defence
M ni st er Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha sai d today.

He said he would informthe Cabi net neeting on Wednesday to obtain the
Mal aysi an government's decision for the participation of the Ml aysi an
soldiers in the United Nations (UN) peacekeepi ng m ssion on the island.

"Neverthel ess, the arned forces had been asked to nake preparations for
t he peacekeeping job," he said in a statenent today.

Abang Abu Bakar said his mnistry had not received detailed i nformation
on the UN s peacekeepi ng mandate in the former portuguese col ony.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said today Malaysia is
willing to serve in the UN peacekeeping force in East Tinor.

He said UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan had asked hi m whet her Ml aysi a
could contribute forces if needed.

"Mal aysia said yes. We are quite willing to serve in East Tinor and if
it is fine with everybody, we will send our troops there," he told
reporters after opening the 12t h Comonweal t h Law Conf erence here.

After Indonesia said |ate on Sunday that I|ndonesia would allow U N
peacekeeping forces to help it restore order, negotiations had advanced
bet ween ASEAN nations and other U N nenbers to pave the way for a U N
force.

However, East Ti nbrese resi stance | eader Jose Ranps-Horta said after
meeting U.S. President Bill dinton in Auckland today reportedly expressed
hoped anong other things for an i medi ate depl oynment of a "nultinationa
peace restoration"” force conprising of forces only fromthe United States,
Australia and New Zeal and.

In what appeared to be a snub to the ASEAN countries, he said, peace
could be restored by such a force made up from nenbers who have forces
readi |l y avail abl e.

"Then they can be nmaybe replaced or phased out in the second stage
whi ch is the peacekeeping phase. It is in the peacekeepi ng phase that you
can have contingents from Mal aysia, the Philippines, Thailand and ot her
countries,” he was quoted as sayi ng by Western medi a agenci es.

"Several ASEAN countries had expressed their wllingness to depl oy
troops for the UN mission and some have the capability and neans to do it
in short notice," a Kuala Lunpur-based foreign mlitary anal yst said.

As it was, he said, some ASEAN countries including Ml aysia had al ready
sent mlitary observers and civilian policenmen to the UN M ssion in East
Ti mor (UNAMET). Mal aysi a had sent sone 50 personnel so far.

Mal aysia, a long-tinme contributor to UNmlitary m ssions since the
Congo in the 60s, has depl oyed troops of up to Battalion Goup size to
peace restoration, peace enforcenment and peacekeepi ng m ssi ons throughout
the worl d.

This included nmssions in Nam bia, Canbodia and Somalia in the early
90s where it was involved in fierce firefights with the loss of lives
i ncluding the Bakara narket battle to rescue trapped US soldiers in
Mbgadi shu.

Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong in Auckl and yesterday had al so
expressed willingness to depl oy Singaporean soldiers to the East Tinor UN
peacekeepi ng mi ssi on.

Western nedi a reports quoting sources which could not be verified



i ndependently sai d hundreds of East Tinorese are feared to have been killed
and tens of thousands nmade honel ess in the ranpage by pro-Jakarta militias
followi ng the Aug 30 UN-supervised referendumin which the majority of East
Ti norese voted for independence.
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