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CGET RI D OF VALUES | MPEDI NG PROGRESS, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 15 (Bernamm) -- Certain aspects of |ife which inpede
progress and nake the country weak shoul d be identified and replaced with
cul tural values that can contribute to devel opment of the race and
preservation of civilisation, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d toni ght.

The Prime M nister said the people need not copy the noral and val ue
decadence afflicting Wstern civilisation but should instead preserve life
val ues conpatible with the | ocal cultures.

At the sane tine, val ues inpeding progress should be discarded or
changed in order to achieve the objective of having a devel oped race by
2020, he sai d when opening the RM10 mllion National Theatre here which
has been nanmed Pal ace of Culture.

"The Mal ays and other races in Mal aysia are undergoing a cl ear process
of cultural transition. The changes bei ng nade to the val ue systemare
ai med at enhanci ng understandi ng of race civilisation in a rapidly changi ng
and evolving world," he said.

Present were Culture, Arts and Touri sm M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzir and other mnisters.

Dr Mahathir said old and out-dated cultures could not prevent the
civilisations of Ml ays and other races from bei ng destroyed by nore
aggressive races and civilisations.

He said changes in |ife values need not necessarily result in a | oss of
racial identity but the preservation of cultural and art heritage in
certain events, including entertai nment, could uphold the identity of a
race.

"This Palace of Culture which we open tonight, with its inposing
beauty, initself, fromthe physical and spiritual aspects, synbolises our
devel opnent of art and culture so far," he said.

He said it could be a source of inspiration to the people and arti stes,
witers and playwights who will be staging art and cul tural performances
in various fornms, whether at the Pal ace of Culture or el sewhere.

To a race and country, the main theatre synbolised the height of its
art and culture inits civilisation, and contributed towards the growth of
art and culture so that the passage of tinme would not wi pe out the heritage
of the race, he said.

"The identity of a race is not determ ned by features, ethnic descent
or skin colour. What accords identity to arace is its art and culture," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said there were three major and old civilisations in the
country whi ch spontaneously influenced their respective art and cul ture
without it being realised or planned.

"There is no clash of civilisation in Mal aysia. |nstead, the
inculcation of life, art and cultural values nmakes the Ml aysi an comunity
uni que, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said stage performances gave artistes, witers and
pl aywri ghts a chance to interpret what happened in the daily lives of the
mul ti-racial Mal aysian society through stories and pl ays.

"Artistes and witers who are sensitive and wi se can convey a
constructive message to society. Certainly they can contribute to the
formati on of constructive values that can devel op the race," he said.

He said the inpact of stage performances cannot be viewed lightly as
western culture, especially the British of before, was greatly influenced



by plays based the witings of Shakespeare and playwights from France and
Russi a.

"Fromthese plays, despicable and low |ife values can be conpared with
nobl e and high Iife values," he said.

Sayi ng the peopl e needed a gui de on val ues that should be adhered to
and practised, Dr Mahathir hoped that Ml aysian witers and playwights
could play the same constructive role.

However, Dr Mahathir hoped that this group would not ape the trend of
witing and stage plays in the Wst which placed no restrictions on
expressi on or outpouring of enotions and desires.

"The family and marriage institution is replaced with free sex and a
definition of famly which is not connected to legitinate marri age," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the Palace of Culture was built by the government but
it did not belong to the governnent.

"It belongs to those who will use it to stage plays interpreting race
culture, a culture which is part of our young and fragile civilisation," he
sai d.

He said the government's contribution to the devel opnment of |ocal art
and culture and consequently civilisation would produce sonmething to see to
the success of the race and country.

- - BERNAMA

AR GM YBY



	GET RID OF VALUES IMPEDING PROGRESS, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 15/09/1999)

