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Ghani : Choosing the nost taxing part of the job

Ravi Nambi ar

JOHCOR BARU, Fri. - Datuk Abdul Ghani O hrman has descri bed the task of
sel ecting Bari san Nasi onal candi dates for the general el ection as the
"most difficult job" of being a Menteri Besar.

Ghani, who took over fromTan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassi n as Johor Menteri
Besar in April 1995, said this was the first tinme he had conme up with a
Iist of BN candi dates for Johor.

"It's atough job ... It's never easy dropping a nane in favour of
soneone else. | don't relish doingit,"” said the Menteri Besar.

"But the decision will be nade in the best interest of Umo and the BN
and | amcertain all concerned, including those dropped fromthe |ist,
woul d support the chosen candi dates," he said.

Ghani, speaking to reporters at the foundati on stone | ayi ng cerenony for
the newR3 nmillion Johor Association for Mentally Retarded Chil dren centre
here today, said he woul d neet BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad
in Kuala Lunpur on Monday to di scuss Johor's |ine-up.

"I will announce the full |ist of candi dates on Tuesday norni ng at ny
of ficial residence. All the candidates will al so be present," he said.

Yesterday, the Menteri Besar said the |ist would contain a good ni x of
"ol d and new faces", adding that the main selection criterion was that the
candi dat es be acceptable to the voters.

O the BN parties in Johor, Umo controls 25 State seats, MCA 11 and M C
and Cerakan two each. As for the parlianentary seats, Umo has 13 seats,
MCA six and M C one.

Ghani was confident Johor BN nmenbers woul d cl ose ranks after the
announcemnent of the candi dates al though it was normal for those dropped
fromthe list to sulk over their fate for "a day or two".

"But | amcertain there will be no split in BN unity. This has al ways
been the Johor tradition," he added.

On troubl e spots for the BNin Johor, Ghani said the State seat of Endau
near Mersing was one of themdue to the | arge popul ati on of Pas supporters
from Kel antan and Ter engganu who had settled there.

He poi nted out, however, that the BN woul d eventual |y overcone t he Pas
chal | enge.

Simlarly, in Parit Bakar near Miar, he said there was al so sone support
for Keadilan but stressed that Johor BN was ready to counter this.

Ghani noted that the DAP was al so wooi ng Chi nese voters to w est
Maharani in Miar fromthe BN

"But the support fromthe Chinese towards the BN has been very
forthcomi ng. They are solid supporters of the BN," he said.
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