18/ 12/ 1999

Ghani : Strong Cabi net presence an honour to Johor

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - Johor's strong representation in the Federal Cabinet is
a recognition of the peopl e's steadfast support for the Bari san Nasi onal
in the polls.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Chani O hman said the 11 candidates i n Kual a
Lunmpur al so marked a return to the "glory days" of Johor's role in
nati onal Government and politics.

He said he was pl easantly surprised when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad named six M nisters, three Deputy Mnisters and two
Parliamentary Secretaries fromJohor.

"This is aclear indication that the Prime Mnister is very pleased with
Johor BN s cl ean sweep of all State and parlianentary seats in the recent
general el ection.

"He has shown hi s appreciation and rewarded Johor by appointing a record
11 candidates fromthe State for vari ous Federal postings in the new
Cabi net," he said.

The Johor faces anpbng the M nisters include Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin
(Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs), Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar (Foreign)
and Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Tun Hussein (Youth and Sports).

Also in the line-up are Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik (Transport), Datuk
Chua Jui Meng (Heal th) and Datuk Ong Ka Ting (Housing and Local
Governnent).

Anong the Deputy Mnisters, the two fromJohor are Datuk S. Subramani am
(Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs) and Dr Abdul Latiff Ahnmad (Human
Resour ces).

As for the Parlianentary Secretaries, the Johor representatives are
HashimIsmai|l (Finance) and Dr Robia Kosai (Land and Co-operative
Devel oprent) .

Conpared to 11 now, the previ ous Cabi net only had ei ght candi dates from
Johor - five Mnisters and two Deputy Mnisters with no Parlianentary
Secretaries.

Ghani said while it was a great honour and recognition for Johor to have
such a strong presence in Kual a Lunpur, it was al so a heavy responsibility
as the chosen candi dates had to deliver or they would bring disrepute to
Johor' s inmage.

"They nust be honest, sincere and committed in their service to the
peopl e. They nust give their best by maki ng nmeani ngful contributions to
fulfil the pl edges and prom ses of the BN as contained in the el ection
mani festo,” he said.

Ghani, who is al so Johor BN chairman, urged the Johor representatives to
work hard to neet the high expectations of the Prime Mnister and t he
hopes and aspirations of the people.

"Many of those chosen for positions in the Cabi net are new and young
| eaders. This is an excellent opportunity for themto | earn the ropes and
gai n the experience. The Prinme M nister rmust be thanked for this."
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